MY GREAT-GRANDPARENTS

| don't know any stories about my great-grandparextcept what has been written in the Eckles and
Burnham genealogies and in the material regardli@drtall and Smith families.

Marmaduke Eckles' was the father of Robert Eckles, my paternal dgethdr. He was born in
Gilberdike, England. He operated a brick yard méalt, England. He immigrated to America in 1880 i
the sailing shipAllen Brown, an American built ship. It took eight weeks fbe family to make the
voyage to New York. The family went at once tmtlis and settled near Dixon. After unsuccessfickb
manufacturing because of unsuitable clay, he becasgccessful farmer and stock raiser. He died in
1855 and is buried in Prairieville, near Sterlitigois.

Hannah Levitt Eckles’ was the mother of Robert Eckles, my paternal dedhdr. She was born in
Bilton, Yorkshire, England. She was a Dissefitén her youth she was employed as a maid on ameest
in England. She and her husband had twelve childhe eleventh was born just before they sailed fo
America. The last child was born in 1854, juseanbefore Marmaduke died. At that time her oldest
was twenty-one. Soon after Marmaduke's death ltmeise burned down. Her daughter, Hannah, wrote a
story about the Eckles famifylt tells how Hannah and her children were ableatwy on after these twin
tragedies. Two of the boys ran the farm, sevdréh@ boys worked on other farms and their two olde
sisters worked away from home.

The area where they settled in lllinois was mostiynposed of eastern people who were eager to have
good schools for their children. For this readoa family was very fortunate in school opportumitie
though their farm work allowed some of them torattechool only during the winter months. Hannah's
children, Mary, Marmaduke Jr. and Thomas EcklesitweCornell College in Mt. Vernon, lowa.

Later most of the family came on west to Marshalufity, lowa and got established. In later life kizm
moved to Marshall County and lived with her son,rMaduke and daughter, Sarah. | don't know how
they got established or why they picked Marshaltto@bviously the land was good because they became
successful farmers. Do you inherit the ambitionthe incentive? | have no idea.

| saac Wilmuth Randall® was the father of Susan Randall, my paternal gnattier. His wife wag&mily
Bruce. They farmed near Tuttle, Wisconsin and Conmadal They are buried in the Conrad cemetery.

Almon Sanford Burnham’ was the father of J. J. Burnham, my maternal dedher. He was the great
great great-grandson of Thomas Burnham who wasibdgngland in 1617. Almon was born in Lincoln,
Vermont. He had four children with his first wildehetable M. Stearns. None of these marriedhadie
five children with his second wife, Angeline Cowl@$ey all married.

! Marmaduke Eckles, born 7/11/1811, married Hanrelitt, died 4/1855. Hare, pp. 37-38. See phofsigan p. 6.
2 Hannah Levitt Eckles, born 6/1/1810, married Matule Eckles, died 6/17/1894. Hare, pp. 37-38. fBetograph on p. 6.

% Dissenters were basically all Protestant groups Wad dissented from the Anglican Church, primairilyScotland and
Northern Ireland. Prior to 1662 they were calleditens. They formed independent (usually Presiaytechurches.

4 Hare, pp. 20-27.
® Hare, pp. 24-25, 39, 67.

® The Randall information was found in the Mormome&alogy Library in Salt Lake City, UT. The familgpresentative was
Alfred Randall, a sixth cousin. The person subingtthe sheet was David E. Randall, North Ogden, UT

" Almon S. Burnham, born 9/18/1796, married Mehet&l Stearns on 9/30/1819, married Angeline Conte8/6/1833, died
1/27/1867. Burnham, p. 204. See photograph én p.



Angeline Cowles® was the mother of J. J. Burnham, my maternal dedhelr.

George Bevin (Bevan) Smith® was the father of Mary Prall Burnham, my mategrandmother. He
was born in Portskewett in Monmouthshire, Englahd,son of Thomas and Maria Smith. "The family
was prominent in Portskewett from 1804 to 1828.orhs was an innkeeper, overseer of the poor and
the church warden. He rented quite extensive gerefland and apparently farmed. The home farm
seemed to be at Black Rock on the Severn Chaniélat happened in 1828 we do not know because
we find no trace of the family in Portskewett aftieat year. The first evidence of George B. Sritith
the United States was a land transaction in Huoteftbunty, New Jersey in 183%."

G. B. Smith came to this country at the age of twamd taught school in New Jersey, Wisconsin and
lllinois. His declaration of intention to becom&Jaited States citizen was found in the basemettief
Hall of Records in Flemington, New Jersey. By 1883was making real estate deals. He had studied
medicine in England and then in this country whigleeding with leeches was in vogue. He didn't
believe in it. Dr. Smith, his wife, five daughteasd one son moved from New Jersey to Dane County,
Wisconsin and then to Rochelle, lllinois. The dhéin may have gone to school in Wisconsin and
lllinois, but as | recall, G.B. helped educate ¢tiddren.

In 1867 the family moved to Aplington, lowa so thatcould teach and practice homeopathic medicine
though he never hung out his shingle or advertisEde family lived on a farm on the south edge of
Aplington across from where the school house is tmnated. My daughter-in-law, Janelle Willis,
checked the census records in Clarksville. Shedotlhat in 1870 G. B. Smith’s and Sheridan’s
occupations were listed as “farmer.” Eliza’s quation was listed as “housekeeper.” The girls’
occupations were listed as “teacher.” G. B.'d estate worth was $4500 and his personal estase w
$500. The 1880 census listed his occupation asdiy Public”, all of the children were gone ahd t
worth of his estate was not given. An articlehieParkersburg Eclipsenentions that G. B. Smith was
the Monroe Township Clerk in 1877

While they were living on this farm, there was agy fire. It had been a hot, dry summer and it was
early fall. They smelled smoke and saw smoke cgrfiom the south. The grass was on fire. G. B.

Smith hurriedly hooked the team of horses to thewphnd plowed several furrows so that their

buildings did not catch fire. Unfortunately theefidestroyed their hay fields and pasture so thae

no feed for the horses, and horses were theirmmlyer and transportation at that time.

G. B. Smith and his wife, Eliza, were among theté@in charter members of The First Presbyterian
Church in Aplington which was founded on July 2869. He was the first elder in the church. Ilseal
don't know much about the founding of the Aplingteresbyterian Church but five of the thirteen
charter members were my relatives. | don't remenhiearing much about that. There were stories
about the Methodist congregation using the samidibgias the Presbyterian. That didn’t work out; a
least that is the way it is in the minutes of tkesson of our church. There is a story about someo
going to the wrong church hour. It became a prble

& Angeline Cowles, born 9/2/1810, married Almon Sirham on 8/6/1833, died 2/26/1824. Burnham, pt. 2Gee
photograph on p. 6.

° George Bevin Smith, born 11/25/1804, married BRzall on 6/30/1836, died 11/3/1887. F#iza Prallin the Appendix;
Aplington History pp. 104, 338. See photograph on p. 7.

10 Quote taken from a letter written by Lewis andhéstAustin, December 1976.

11 Short History of the Presbyterian Churcp. 6, theParkersburg Eclipsand the 1870 and 1880 U. S. census.
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An obituary or some document said that G. B. Swi#ls living with his daughters before his death. |
would assume that this meant after the daughters married® | have a copy of G. B. Smith's will.
There is no date on it but probably it was writsortly before his death in 1887. It refers todiser,
Mary Trist, who at that time was living in Hull, Bland. He had six brothers and sisters. Albedt an
two other brothers, names not known, died in yooraphood. He had three sisters who married.
Elizabeth married Edward Thomas of Liverpool, Endla Fannie married Stephen West, the Lord
Mayor of Hull England. Mary married Robert Triftpm near Hull, England. Apparently she was the
only one living at the time G. B. Smith wrote higlw®

Elizabeth (Eliza) Prall'* was the mother of Mary Prall Burnham, my mategrahdmother. Her great
great great great-grandfather was Arendt Jansead, Rvho was born in Nardy, France. Eliza was born
in Hunterdon County, New Jersey. | have the sanmpbg she made. It came to me, folded up in a box
in Grandma's drawer. It had raw edges and notgmmargin, so | mounted it on Osnaburg first. Then
| took it to Waterloo and had it framed. Osnabisr@ heavy coarse cotton in a plain weave used for
grain sacks and sport's wear.

12 Eliza Prall Smith died in 1882. George Bevin $rdted in 1887. Three of his daughters were miinel871, one in
1872 and one in 1891.

13 See p. 4 for a copy of G. B. Smith's will andsdor a transcription

1 Eliza Prall, born 8/9/1809, married George BewvinitB on 6/30/1836, died 6/3/1882. Sekza Prallin the Appendix for
pedigree charts and family genealogy. See phgtbgoa p. 7.
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G. B. Smith's will - copy



G. B. Smith's will - transcription



Marmaduke Eckles, Hannah Levitt Eckles,

7/11/1811- 4/ /185t 6/1/181C- 6/17/189-
Almon Sanford Burnham, Angeline Cowles,
9/18/179€- 1/27/186° 9/2/181C- 2/26/188-



George Bevin Smith Elizabeth (Eliza) Prall,
11/25/1804- 11/3/188 8/9/180¢-6/3/188:

Real Estate Ad and Business Card
Eliza Pral's Sample George B. Smit






MY GRANDPARENTS

Rabert Eckles” was my patemal grandfather. He was bom indliastiforkshire, England, the sixth child bom toiviaduke
and Hannah Eclles. He was educated in commortsschngland and public schools in llinois afieming to America in
1850. He was a frail child but worked on the famd, after the death of his father, he and hisdoiGteries carried on the farm
work for their mother. Due to his physical didisidie did not serve in the Civil War. After tisil War ended, he, Charles and
some friends drove their teams west as far as éi@slanty in lowa. They bought a small tracirobér land near Quarry in
1866 and lived there two years. Later Robert psichprairie land north of Marshalltown where gt up his family. He had
three sons and a daughter, Forence, who diedinstyear. Dad looked a lot like Grandpa.

Grandpa Eckles had cancer and was ill several sviftire he died on March 13, 1915. | dont kfbewivas still living on the
farm at that time or if he had moved in to towhe Eckles graves are near the north-west cother@bnrad Cemetery, which is
west of Conrad. The tombstones are tall enouiigatshey can be seen easily. There are alss gféwe infant sons.

Qusan Randall Eckles’ was my patemal grandmother. She was bom imiscthe daughter of Isaac Wilmuth Randall and
Emily Bruce Randall. Her father was a farmet,ifisVisconsin and then in lowa. They farmed betiwdarshalltown and
Conrad, somewhere in that area. She had a @bthaes, and three sisters named Minnie, Roziia@e Usually whenwe
went to Conrad it was just to see Grandma, bumier hearing about Aunt Minnie and Aunt Dorairdanarried a Cleaves
and Dora married a Stewart. 1dont think thatidinvas married. Minnie and Dora are buried iCtwead cemetery.

I have memories of visiting Grandma Eckles in Cbrigne was living in town before she died. | thimixdied of a stroke. Dad
seemed to know an awful lot about strokes. My btmward was farming on the home farm at thaigindevould come into
Grandma Eckles' place sometimes when we wouldrgddtvisit her.

My maternal grandfatherJulius James Burnham®, was born and educated in Vermont. After
attending the district school, he advanced his atilmt at the academy of Mankton Ridge and spent
one term at Barre Academy. When he was seventsms pld he began teaching. Later he came west,
first to Wisconsin where he taught school, and thercame on to Aplington in 1870. Before he was
married he was in business in a hardware and fumgtore and was also farming. His brother, Alifre
S. Burnham had also come from Wisconsin and they were ininless together. They kept 40 to 50
cows and started a cheese factory in Aplington.18@1 he traded the cows for land on section 26,
Washington Township, which is what we know now las Bierman farm (Van Loh farm) on the
southwest corner, 2 miles west of Aplington. e spring of that year he moved there and taught
school for two winter§.

When Grandpa decided to get married in 1872, heghioit would be better if the brothers divided the
businesses and one did one thing and one did bes.oHe asked his brother if he wanted the farm or
the hardware store. Thinking he was the betteinkss man, he thought he should have the hardware
store. Well, his brother said he would take thedare store and that left Grandpa with the farm.

1 Robert Eckles, born 7/2/1842, married Susan Anasidall on 1/14/1875, died 3/15/1915 in Marshallity, IA. See Hare,
p. 59. See photograph on p. 14.

2 Susan Amoret Randall, born 4/5/1853, married RdBelles on 1/14/1875, died 8/10/1922. See Harg9p See photograph
onp. 14.

% See photograph on p. 15.

4 Julius James Burnham, born 3/30/1845, married/Raall Smith on 6/10/1872, died 2/15/1915. SeeBam, p. 204. See
photograph on p. 15.

5 Alfred S. Burnham, born 7/29/1841, married Dotoate on 11/7/1864, death date not known. See Bomnh. 204.
¢ Butler County Centennial Fair, 1856-19%8. 43-44.



Grandpa and Grandma Burnham farmed there a fewg,yledon't know how many. Mother went to the
country school across the road to the east. Sheprgbably about fourteen years old when they
moved. Grandpa was town clerk for six years andesaxy of the school board for seven years. He
also was a member of the Butler County Board ofeBiipors in 1879.

Grandpa decided that he really didn't prefer fagmirHe would rather be in business. He had the
opportunity to sell the farm to Jans Van LotHe sold the farm and put the money from the farm

the bank in Cedar Falls which was paying a litédtdr interest at that time than the local bankictvh
was all right. Then a real estate man took thertoupakota to look at a hardware store which was fo
sale.

To entertain him that night the real estate pespld that there would be a Populist parade thdttnig
on the street. They suggested that Grandpa watciwhile. It was a torch-light parade with buignin
reeds, | suppose. They would carry those arouddraake a lot of noise. The Populist party wasejuit
popular at that time there in Dakota. Grandpa ghowabout it that night and he said, "That Populist
party is so popular. | wonder if they will have wided election, and Grover Cleveland will be re-
elected." Cleveland was a Democrat. Grandpatsaiimself, "If Cleveland is elected we will have a
depression," so he came home and looked aroundgiph and found a farm that was for sale one mile
west of Aplington and bought it. He came home aid Grandma about it. Grandma said, "Oh, that
Caldwell farm is so run down. They haven't takareof it. They are Catholics who have done a poor
job of farming." Grandpa said, "Yes, the farmus down but | will hire some men to haul the manure
out of the barns in town and build the land up."dAhat is what he did. He had a man full-time
hauling manure from the barns in town. Anybody w¥es somebody in town had a team, or at least
one horse. It isn't like now when once in a wisitaneone has a horse for amusement. Horses were
their only means of transportation. There was tylef manure so he eventually built up the land and
it's been taken care of ever since. Grandpa wasageld in Vermont. Whether they knew about using
manure to fertilize fields in Vermont or he learniedith the farming that he had done, | don't know

| don't know just what time of the year they moviedt he had put the money in the new farm instéad o

in that bank in Cedar Falls. Cleveland was retelk in 1892, there was a depression and the bank
went broke. The money would have been gone if lim'héought that new farm. Grandpa had good

business sense. However, he ended up being a farstead of a town businessman anyway. That is

the farm where Mary and Lee Meyer live, a littledehan a mile west of Aplington.

The four-room house on the farm had been moved &outh of Austinville. In 1898 Grandpa and
Grandma began a major remodeling of the house.ardel addition of seven rooms was addied
preparation for the wedding in June 1900 of EnanBam and R. B. Eckles. About the same time that
they remodeled the house, a new barn was built @&sandma cooked for the carpenters in the summer
kitchen which was located in the woodshed. Shechait a time cooking for all of those carpenters
out there. Washing dishes was a big project ®be apparently did a lot of wringing the dishrad an
at night her hands would cramp. | don't know hoangnmen there were, but she often talked about
cooking for the carpenters. The house is where Mad/Lee Meyer lived until recently when they took
it down and built a new house.

| don't remember Grandpa Burnham. However, | whikthat they delayed my baptism because he was
so sick that he couldn't get to church. He hadeskimd of kidney problem. He died at home. He is
buried in Pleasant View Cemetery.

Mary Prall Smith Burnham®, my maternal grandmother, was a native of Penasjdv She came with
her family to Aplington in 1865. The family lived the south part of town across from where th@skth
house is located. She married J. J. Burnham. Some were born and died before my mother, Ena, was
born. Their names were Julius HoMeand Aimon Frederick® Also they adopted a young boy named

" The Van Lohs bought the farm in 1893. It was 46@s and they paid $50 an acre. Sgington History p. 349. Also see p.
68 for an article and picture of this farm.

8 SeeAplington History p 170 for a picture and article about this houSee the Appendix for other stories regardinghibisse.

® Mary Prall Smith, born 6/28/1846, married Juliemés Burnham 6/10/1872, died 2/22/1941. Hiza Prallin the Appendix.
See photograph on p. 15.

10 3ulius Homer Burnham, born 2/17/1874, died 2/17418
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Forest Delos Burnham, who came to them by wayeobfthe "orphan trains” which came from out Bagtas expected that
these young "orphan’ boys and girls would becoeexdtra hands needed by farmers and others wiwa tiale a large family.
No family genealogy or obituary refers to Foregtatfamily album shows pictures of Forest andtiken on Ena's birthday in
1882 Forestwas a year younger than Ena. GrandgaeBurwill does mention him, however. Here ipgofit.
THIRD: | give, devise and bequeath to Forest Ditiaun, my adopted son, the sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLS AR
be paid to him by my executrix as soon as thecsamiie done from the funds of my estate and thighyrear after my
decease.
No. 17. INVENTORY filed July 7, 1915, lists as &eir
Mary P. Bumham, Widow, age 68, Aplington, lowa;
Ena B. Eckles, Daughter, 37, Aplington, lowa;
Forest D. Bumham, adopted son, age 36, Seattibirdtan

After Grandma's father, G. B. Smith, was gonehatidis two medicine kits and she must havedrigsktthem or did use some
of the medicine. Anyway, one day Forest was dbtie goad, and a neighbor was going by eastirse&and buggy (that was
the transportation you know) and then they cante thde said, "You werent gone long." They sdidg"doctor wasnt in. |
wanted the doctor." "What do you want the doat@ f\Well, their mother, who was my grandmakrsisas sick. "Oh," Forest
said, "Mother can cure her. She's got some nediBio she took the medicine kits over to sesistesr That is the only story that
| can remember about using the medicinékits.

No one knows exactly how long Forest lived withBoenhams but at some time Grandma demanded thatde To my
knowledge, he left as he had come, on a traimilyFzadition has said that Grandma accused Fefieking a red cherry table
when he left, which he was not entitled to. Mattagred out of the disagreement. She receivadediés from himwhen Iwas
inmy early teens, which would be about in 192926.

Grandma made butter which she sold along withdgegh She took the buggy to Cedar Falls tottgt fiies than if she had
sold them in Aplington. They had a surrey with $eats and two buggies, a good buggy for goinggate! an older one for
taking eggs to town, efc. It wasnt in as goashefe. Gordon and | took the surrey to schaoalyear or two. The first car |
remember is the Overland roadster.

When my folks were married, they moved in with Gparand Grandma. He died when | was young bistagenlith her the
entire time that | was home. She had her owndsegtioe south bedroom, and used the back stalrdagyt know whether she
looked after us or not, but | was conscious dtiiag us to pick up our stuff, don't run in tieeise and that sort of thing. Mother
didnt have to say it because Grandma had aleseldy §other was always busy with something alse:Grandma was always
right there telling me what to do and what nobtoltdvas Grandma who said, “"Dontt put your elianbe table, dont talk with
your mouth full." However, Mother always combechaiy. Grandma never touched my hair.

I would wash the separator and the dishes whilgi@ewould sit there by the cook stove or she vetarid with her back to the
hot water resenvoir getting warm. She read ahetysould read things to me or just talk, sometighest stories that she
remembered. She talked to me, rather than visiteche. | dontt remember asking her any quedipisslistened. For a while
she took thi&ansas City StaiShe liked the editorials. She either readifugials to me or told me about them. It wasanhiilas

a freshman in high school. When the teacher talbat current events, | knew some of the namad.tdok the/Naterloo
Courier.

Grandma had been well educated. She would alergsteny grammar. She would say, "Dont murdekihg's English!"
She had a quotation or Bible verse to fit evergsime. The one that | remember the best was lidaisild quote from The
Song of Solomon on a nice early spring mominbe Winter is past, the rains are over and gorfientiees appear on our land,

11 Almon Frederick Burnham was born 1/8/1876, di&1&/878. See p. 15 for photograph taken on May 806 when he was
5 months old.

12 5ee photograph on p. 16 of Forest (3 years) taket20/1882.
13 See p. 16 for pictures of the medicine kits.
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the time of the singing of birds has come anddioe of the turtle is heard in our land." We hschaol teacher boarding with us
and she would always say when | gave that véiise. The turtle has no voice!" When the salt lagsshe would say "the salt
has lost its savour, fit only to be trodden urticiot of men.” | heard lots of quotations datit have the memory that she had. |
cant quote them.

At some time Grandma wrote several stories aliogs that the boys or | said. | dont know ifskas planning to have them
published. There was no date on them so | domt ikthe boy she referred to was Lester or Gortitane are four of the stories
that | have saved over the years, that weredwmenandwriting.

Our little three year old was of a very investigdtient of mind, hence, his propensity for gettiagmischief. It very
frequently fell to the lot of his Grandma to redaine under vigorous protest from him by kickingsiens, when he
was promptly told that he was a “naughty boy." d@gen finding a picture in a paper of a battlerehorses and men
were strewn around he ran to his Grandpa andRlaike tell Baba' all 'bout it" His grandpairigehe might be
frightened, simply told him they were naughty, hijugnen. After studying the picture very intefatha few moments
he said, "What they did do naughty, Baba Granuptieyi kick Gramma's' shins?"

Grandma had just retumed from a drive and herhaidecen given his freedom by being tumed iiddbryard and
had lain down to roll. Our little 'girlie’, seeiig performance ran to her grandma in great faéidurand said, "Gramma,
Gramma, tumtwick! Your horsie' is all tippeeidt/

Our little four year old, playing out in the yartiexe an old duck with her brood was foraging, Hieaigliacking of some
migratory ducks overhead. Looking up he was heaayt"Ducks on the ground and ducks up in Héaven!

Our young 'hopeful of four and a half summerdiead to Sunday School and his teacher had fiigpress the class
with the reality of a God up in Heaven. On readmimge he went out and stood gazing up at thersborfe time and
then came in with an air of disappointment ang $amnma, | cant see any board up in Heaven fdt&siand on!"

I have more stories from Grandma than from Mdiiilegs that she did and things that she saidd@eansed to tell a story about
Indians coming to the house and wanting some famhgething. In the winter they would be ovendnitoods trapping beaver
by the creek, which was called Beaver Creek. vidmmearly enough that she was kind of afraid iaiiad | don't remember too
much about it. The Indians were probably fronT#rea Reservation. The Beaver Creek runs fromestealong the railroad,
through Aplington and on until it joins the Wegld the Cedar River near New Hartford.

Grandma enjoyed telling the story about somebaodiyngdo the farm and wanting to talk to Grandpalam. This is still when
they lived up on the comer two miles west of Ayibn, where Van Loh's later lived. Grandpa wagsattcourse, and the farmer
said he would like to borrow “your gentieman cdiis the bull you want?" she said. He wouldnteadght out and say it.

Once | heard a Vermont folk tale on a radio prag@randma used to tell a similar story. Thisgstay she told it "A family
had a good rabbit dog. Tom used to hunt rabitiitsthig dog, which was fast and good at catcHblitsa Well, there was a
scythe down in the grass and the dog ran intazbiesharp blade which cut the dog in two. Tormsavasity; he picked the two
halves up, clapped them together and wrappedtttésioat. He took the dog home and put himdb#erstove. He looked at
the dog every so often and it would move a liiti€@m knew there was life. One day the dog yiggedipm took the coat off.
Low and behold, two legs were up and two legsaesm. But it was still a good rabbit dog. Whetttired, it just flopped over
and ran on the other two legs." When | was gromingheard this story every time we had compangndma said Grandpa
Bumhamwould laugh when the story was told, vigthrieuth open, but he never made a sound.

Grandma was 65 years old when 1 was bom. | regndiatbwhen | was small she was quite activee Ehewas out timming
an apple tree beside the black raspbenies. eantded the clothes line (an umbrella-typelitEsrandma was up in the tree
cutting the limbs and she told me her age. Shimwasseventies when she was doing this. Myamatbuld never have done
something like climbing a tree. | remember thatd with her when there was a grapevine thatistiied| to cut the grapes or
something. She was whisting away. She could mshlstle. She could canry a tune. Id be dowrethnd she would be
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whistiing. 1tried to whistle and no noise wouddre. |t never did. | would be washing the sepaaat ask her "How do you
whistie?" 1still couldnt make a noise. | dkiniiw why. She surely liked to whistle.

When | was big enough to help in the kitchen, lavcall her earty to ameal. She would be upfidier room at the head of the
back stairway. |would say "Grandma, dinner deme to dinner.” And whether she could hatwiawerent really ready or
what, | don't know, but she would never come dowaneals on time. After we were all done, she wmrioe down to the table.
We probably had to start the fire up again atiialietdown enough that she could make a piecastiand get the water bailing.
It had to be boiled or it didnt taste right to Fidren she would pick at whatever we had haghfaerd We couldn't do dishes right
away because she wasnt through eating. \We ragtest for her though. Dad liked to have his naeeline, because the hired
man would come after dinner and Dad wanted tatigvehen he came. He wanted to be ready tetalfdial man what to do. |
don't know why she was always late for mealsadtsiich a nuisance.

Some times | would come home after school, areimid be the dinner left-overs and dishes daltlee Grandma would be
done by then, but Mother would have gone on tordething else. We would have to clear the tafalestyge could think about
supper. Itwas hard to store left-overs. We'thpuilk and butter in a granite pail with a gisbdn it and let it down the well. it
was a lot of work to do dishes. You had to putiiigoan on the stove to get the water hot angidiodmad to have hot water to
rinse the dishes. You didnt just stick them uhesot water faucet.

Grandma never seemed to eat much. | dont kncglaenived on. And if we had tomatoes, she viloalthe tomato seeds up
around the edge of her plate. Mother did that;ssmeelid it with the hulls off the kemels of cofimeir teeth didnt fit, of course,
and they couldnt swallow anything that they ccitiew’*

When Mother, Dad and | were in Des Moines, whild Bas in the Legislature, Grandma went to Lestier'svas already
married and living in Michigan. She got erysipelaskin disease, while she was there. Dad heartiesthing while he was in
Des Moines. We didnt think it was contagioushethad the same thing. Lester put her in thitehesd she got over it faster
than Dad did. That was the only time that shét lrwith our family in Aplington. Well, shedtifiake trips. She had souvenirs
from all over. She went to Worlds' Fairs. Iféhems a World's Fair, she went. She went bythdrset was before | was bom or
when | was litle. She would tell about thingstsiek seen and would marvel at it. Mary (Meyerphakole postcard album
which Grandma filled with pictures.

Grandma had a stroke during my sophomore yeakagfecol came home for Christmas and Mother veas\jom out from
taking care of Grandma so | stayed home for thevmexjuarters. Mother had Grandma on the davdhgioshe had made up
into a bed in the sewing room. Mother had pulltd oot from the parior and she was sleepingbritiow Mather could take
care of her, | dont know. Grandma thought heesevere bothering her and started taking nenieineedshe didnt die until
years later. |wasnt even dating George whertlfBehad the stroke.

| stayed home until the next fall. | was readyuibschool that Christmas anyway because of ebralgourse and a higher
chemistry course that | was taking. By the timerit back to school, Grandmavas walking around, but all humped over and
using a stick for a cane. Grandma could go e to her bedroom. It was a treacherous Stasmasteep, with a curve at
the top and the bottom. At the end, she put alamgthe wall so that she had something to Inémitj o

After we were married and living down in Sheridarhad come to Aplington for a visit. We were réagjart supper and were
hurrying to head back home. She asked, "Why deax@to go?" | told her George had to be aitia fhe moming. She said,
"Ziggity Pooch the job!" Well, it was like "Danimetjob.” George said she might as well have ssdosay Ziggity Pooch. She

4 Note from Mary Meyer: | remember once when Graadiokles was eating at our house. She asked Bhd ifould afford a
set of new teeth. He told her she could affordhaliteeth she wanted.

15 See p. 16 for photograph of Mary Burnham not Ibefpre her death.

16 Note from Mary Meyer: When | moved into the Buanhhouse there was a piece of twine in the bagkvatafrom the top
to the bottom. | am sure that is what Grandma Baimmused in place of a handrail.
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thought it was foolish to start out so late; it imaye been dark and in the winter, | don't remember

Later when George and | were living in Wateroen@ma had a bad fall at home and fractured heBhigwas 94 years old.
She would always be fixing the fire and puttingsaaiothe fire. Mother was used to hearing the gitiling because of the grates,
but this one time there was more noise. Grandrrgréiabed the bar that was across the frontsibie and when she fell the
bar went with her. We never knew what happebedult! have been her kidneys were giving ousbege. We have no idea.
Mother called Doc Fred (Rolfs) and he put hexitispital in Waterloo. Grandma wasnt in theithbagry long. Mother tried
to stay with her, though they sent her home @lice. Pattersar, her cousin, stayed with Mother some. Gordon dame and
stayed with my kids. It wasnt much staying exoeptept them from leaving the house or whatégen | could go to the
hospital for a while. Grandma failed quickly anekis getting towards Washington's Birthday. Moetfaes afraid that the stores
would be closed and Grandma would die and we vitdudake a decent dress for her. She hadn't besuduand Mother
hadnt made any clothes for her except everydity. odhyway Alice Patterson and | went to thessighop to find a dress that
would be suitable. We found something. It wadatt | was thinking of but we got something anyw@lye died on Washington's
Birthday.

Robert Eckles, Susan Bruce Randall
7/2/184:-3/15/191! 4/5/185:-8/10/192

17 Alice's mother was Sarah Maria Smith and Ena'shemowvas Mary Prall Smith, Sarah's sister. Seeognaph of Ena
Burnham and her coushlice Austin on p. 16.
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Julius James Burnham Mary Prall Smith
3/30/1845- 2/15/191! 6/28/184(- 2/22/194:

Almon Frederick Burnham
Randall Sistel 1/8/1876- 3/31/187!
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Forest Delos Burnham G. B. Smith’s Medicine Kit
3 years olc- taken 4/20/18¢

Mary Prall Smith Burnha Ene Burnham and AlictAustin, cousin
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Burnham house with Raymond, Lester, Ena,
Mary Burnham (in window), Gordon and Julius Burnham

Burnham Barn
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THE ECKLESBROTHERSAND COUSINS

My father was Raymond Bruce Eckles but he was knasiR.B. He had two brothers, Howard and
Ward.

Howard Levitt EckIe‘s(H.L.) received a B.S. from lowa State College,eésmlowa, in 1899. He was a
left tackle on the football team, winning many hnas a star player. After he finished collegecdme
back and farmed on his father's old homestead @earad. He married Katherine Olmsteado died
twelve years later of complications following arecgtion for appendicitis. They had a daughter idvar
Two years later he married Della WhirteryShe grew up in Marshalltown, and was the prizdcad a
Marshalltown grade school for thirteen years. Halxand Della had no children.

Howard was killed as a result of a hay rope actidéte was retired and had rented out the farmhbut
was helping the tenant with hay. He was on theduky punching the hayfork in. While trying to lpihie
fork back, the trip rope broke and he fell off theyrack, falling on his head, killing him instantipella
and Marion continued to live on the farm for a fgsars. | don't know how long. They eventually bhad
sale and Della moved in to town with her sistértried to find the farm once but there was a atiios
line corner (with a bridge) and everything wagdifierent.

Marion Eckle$ took nursing in Chicago and married a man frometh&Vhen they came home they both
smoked a lot. That is about all | remember abloeit Marion was Gordon's age. I've lost tracthem.

Dad had a younger brother besides Howard. His neaseWard Lester Eckles His eyesight was poor
right from the start. Grandma Eckles and Dad tisedad his lessons to him so he could get thrbigjhn
school. Ward did not go to lowa State because Hetad poor eye sight. He married Henrietta Olate
and they had a son, ENjiwho was born in 1916. For about ten years Wanaide the farm north of
Conrad that George and | later farmed. He diedetin 1917, of pneumonia, | think. He had beek si
but after he was better he was working in the haymbe got over-heated, his health deterioratedrend
died. His wife inherited some land somehow, pathe Eckles' farm or something. She wanted tblat s
so that she could have some money. She went &asinhere with Elvis.

Once we stopped at the cemetery in Conrad wheneve goming home from there, when Eric Nielson
was ordained or installed in the Presbyterian Ghubiary (Meyer) and Dorothy (Eckles) were in tlae.c
Raymond was driving. Anyway, | said, "Have yoereseen the Eckles' graves here in Conrad?" Well,
they hadn't. | kind of knew what part of the cezngtthey were in and after looking a little we say
grandparents' graves. Then we saw that there also graves for Henrietta, Ward's wife, and &so
Elvis and his wife. We didn't know anything abdut As far as we knew they had gone out East and
stayed there. Evidently they wanted to be brobgitk, or it was cheaper. | have no idea why. sElvi

I Howard Levitt Eckles, born 8/26/1878, married Katherine Olmstead on 2/17/1904, married Della Whinery on 9/29/1918, died
6/29/1925. See Hare, pp. 59, 64. See a photograph of Rayarmhéioward on p. 22.

2 Katherine Olmstead, born 7/2/1880, married Hoviandtt Eckles on 2/17/1904, died 1/20/1916.
% Della Whinery, born 6/27/1875, married Howard tiefckles on 9/29/1918, date of death unknown.
4 Marion C. Eckles, born 11/21/1907, married RodérV. Phillips, 3/29/1935, date of death unknown.

5 Ward Lester Eckles, born 4/4/1888, married Hetaritt. Olmstead, sister of Katherine Olmstead, fivife of Howard L.
Eckles, on 2/21/1912, died 3/21/1917. See Hare5®65.

6 Henrietta Olmstead, born 1/27/1891, married Warstér Eckles on 2/21/1912, date of death unkndBire was the sister of
Katherine Olmstead, the first wife of Howard Eckles

" Elvis Luverne Eckles, born 11/6/1916, married Bashlean White on 6/22/1951.
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would have been my cousin. | don't remember mbclutghim when he was young. It seems that when
we went to Conrad, we always went to see Grandrkke&and not the others.

Besides Dad and Howard, there were two cousins attemded lowa State College. Clarence Henry
Eckles (C.HJ and Herbert Charles Eckfesere sons of Charles and Elvira Eckles. They weth born
on the family farm near Marshalltown. Clarencedgeated in 1895 and Herbert graduated in 1901.

Howard L. Eckles and his cousin, C.H. Eckles, hm#tyed football at lowa State College. Dad (Clafss
1896) was on the squad also, but | think he mag baen a substitute. That's the way that Motiveayad

told it. There was a write-up in the Chicago Tribion September 29, 1895 about the Ames school, at
that time known as the lowa Agricultural Collegdaying Northwestern University whose team was
known as "The Kickers." Perhaps this was the firme that the lowa team was referred to as "The
Cyclones". Neither C.H. nor R.B. Eckles are listedhe starting eleven nor as either of the twossu
They aren't pictured in the article but they wendle team that year. Here is a copy of the aligpibout

that game?

STRUCK BY A CYCLONE.
It Comes From lowa and Devastates Evanston Town

Team of Eleven Husky Footballers from the lowa Agitural College Descends Upon the
Northwestern University Kickers and Leaves Nothing Touchdowns and Goals in its Wake -
Surprising Result of the Opening Game at the EeanSrounds - Score 36 to 0.

Northwestern might as well have tried to playtfad with an lowa Cyclone as with the lowa
team it met yesterday. At the end of fifty minutply the big husky farmers from lowa's
Agricultural College had rolled up 36 points, whitee 15-yard line was the nearest Northwestern
got to lowa's goal.

A large crowd was present at the contest, whiek the opening game of the season on the
Evanston grounds. Half a hundred followers ofithvea team were present and their vocal organs
got lots of exercise. A cold wind swept the fielich chilled the spectators, but put life into the
players. The outcome of the game was a greatisetorboth sides, as the lowa fellows said they
only hoped to score, while the Evanston team's tionhivas to pile up as great a score as possible
without letting their opponents see the back off theal.

The lowa line is one of the heaviest in the Wasining all the way from 220 pounds to 170.
The interference of the team was almost perfedt,the Northwestern men were hurled aside at
will and great holes made, through which the lowekis poured. The lowa line was so heavy it
would sometimes push the Northwesterns beforalitt ilown the field. Many times when the
Evanston line got so low it could not be pushed tiwa backs would vault right over it.

Ben Wilson, Meyers and Parsons were the brighicpéar stars of the lowa team. Wilson was
in every play. He broke up plays around his eedjimrded many a runner, and he always hit the
Evanston line like a catapult. Meyers made mangheflong lowa runs. Once he scored a
touchdown after a run of 70 yards. Allen, Hoynel &otter did fine work for Northwestern.
Their tackling was especially noticeable. Mownhaaplayed left guard, was no match at all for
Hammer, who flung him about at will.

8 Clarence Henry Eckles, born 4/14/1875, marriedeAliloyd Smith on 12/14/1898, died 2/13/1933. Hame 32-36, 51-52.
See photograph on p. 22.

% Herbert Charles Eckles, born 12/2/1880, marrigzhBéth Friend on 2/11/1903, date of death unknaare, pp. 55-57.
10 See1895 Bombpp. 125-130.
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Both C.H. and R.B. Eckles were on the .A.C. Traelam in 1895 The records say that Eckles made
the 440 yd. dash in 58 seconds, but does not desigrhich Eckles it was.

In 1895 C.H., R.B. and H.L. Eckles were all in tRhileleutheroi Literary Society. C.H. was an
Honorary Member, being an assistant faculty ment®d3, was a Senior and H.L. was a Freshman. C.H.
and R.B. were also both in the I.A.C. Cadet Corps

After graduation, Clarence Eckles taught firstomtd State Colledd next at the University of Missotifi
and then at the University of MinnesbtaHe wrote a text book on dairy farmifigvhich was still in use
in the 1930's.

His brother, Herbert, started farming on his fathfarm in Marshall County after graduation. Hetrbad
2 lots of pigs and one lot was fed white corn dmdther lot was fed yellow corn. And he notickat t
the pigs that were in the lot with yellow corn seeno be doing better. He told his brother, Cleeamho
was at that time a professor in Missouri, aboanhil he said, "Well, we will do some experimentirithw
it. Maybe that's right." You see at that periatijte corn was the accepted feed, especially fonams
because of the color; they seemed to prefer white &nd yellow corn was seldom used.

Well, Clarence did some experimenting with coninglithe feed and they found out that the yellowncor
really was better feed for the pigs. Vitamin A vjiast being recognized and that was the reasorthbat
yellow corn was better than the white corn. Andduse of what he noticed, that is what farmers grow
today. He stimulated research in it. The extendigpartment in Missouri went on with the experitnen
and | suppose it was picked up by other colleges.

Grandma Eckles was pretty proud of the part thatBbkles' name carried with that experiment on.corn
Now we find this company down in Eddyville, lowangaking so many things out of corn that includes
vitamins, stock feed, and a whole list of thingat thhear about on the radio.

It is interesting how parents can influence théilldren to go to college. The Eckles were educated
enough to start out with, and they knew that thbkildren should have an education. Three of tist fi
generation in America went to college. Then in tleat generation Dad, his brother and three cousins
went to lowa State. Some other cousins went toélloand Grinnell. Walter, another brother of C.H.
and Herbert Eckles, received his law degree froen Wniversity of Michigan in 1894. Even in the
preceding generation, Thomas Eckles, one of thegauchildren of Marmaduke and Hannah, received

11 See1895 Bombpp. 130-132. See p. 22 for photograph.
12 SeeHistory and Reminiscencesp. 181-183.

13"He graduated from the lowa State College in 1885 the degree of Bachelor of Science and wasee appointed assistant
in dairy husbandry and dairy bacteriology at th@esanstitution. In 1896 he continued his studieslairy bacteriology at the
University of Wisconsin, but returned to lowa St@mllege where he received the Master of Sciengeedan 1897. The same
university conferred on him the degree of DoctoBakncehonoris causain 1916." Quoted by Hare, p. 32.

14 The longest chapter in Dr. Eckles' career begém vis appointment as assistant professor in ehafgairy husbandry at the
University of Missouri in 1901, both the positiondadepartment having been created by the appoihtmeBy 1906, when Dr.
Eckles was advanced to the professorship, he wadahbssert to the dairy interests of Missourt théssouri is more than a mule
and apple state'. . . By 1919 when Dr. EcklesNifisouri, one-third of the departments of dairybarglry in other states were
headed by his former students." Quoted by Har@3p.

15 *The final chapter in Dr. Eckles' career begarl®19 when he accepted the position of Chief ofRhdsion of Dairy
Husbandry at the University of Minnesota." QudtgdHare, p. 34.

16 Dairy Cattle and Milk Production, Prepared for thise of Agricultural College Students and Dairy fers,by Clarence H.
Eckles, B.S.A./, M. Sc., Professor of Dairy Hushgntniversity of Missouri, New York: The Macmilla@ompany, 1920.
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his M.D. degree from Hahnemann Medical Collegeliic&go. It is kind of like that today. Parentgfxe
talking about college and children grow up thinkthgt | can go, too. | can go to college. Thig/sat
I'm going to do when | get out of high school.lWways knew that | was going to go to college.

Howard and Raymond Eckles C. H. Eckles

lowa Agriculture College Track Team - 1896
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BURNHAM AND SMITH RELATIVES

Julia Jane Burnham,* was the twin sister of my grandfather, Julius Jamghe was born on March 30
and he was born on April 1st. They didn't know tvvas wrong with the mother, why she wasn't
recovering from having a baby and here she hachandirth. Julia marrieéranklin Burnham,? her
second cousin, therefore she didn't change hem&@se. | guess you would say her name was Julia
Burnham Burnham. They lived in Richland Centerst@hsin, and that is where she was buried.

When Aunt Julia was no longer able to take carkev$elf, she moved to our house so that Mother and
Grandma could take care of her. She slept in ¢éaenstress' room which was just across the hall from
Mother and Dad's room. This room did not havelsst so she may have been there in the summertime.
One night Grandma woke up and Aunt Julia was stgndver her with a knife. | don't know what she
had, maybe hardening of the arteries; anyway st@tdinow what she was doing. | don't know where
Julia went after that.

| am named afteéDotha Foote Burnham,? the wife ofAlfred S. Burnham,* my great-uncle. They were
among the thirteen charter members of the Aplingwasbyterian Church. Alfred and my great-
grandfather came to lowa from Wisconsin. They alvaéhardware and furniture store and also a farm.
Before Julius was married, they divided the busieesand Alfred became the owner of the hardware and
furniture store. There was another Dotha Footee \@s the grandchild of Anson Burnhaegusin of
Alfred S. Burnham. Her mother was Hattie S. Burnhaiho married Sheldon A. Foote in 1871. This
Dotha married Harry H. Reeder. She is mentionesbine of Mother’s letters and she and Dad went to
her wedding in 1901. Maybe she was named aftéhaDBoote Burnham also. | don't know who the
Foote family was but Hattie and Sheldon Foote liveBarkersburg as did Dotha and Alfred S. Burnham.

The first year that | was married, before Robemia born, | took Mother to Richland Center, Wisdons
She had a letter to provide perpetual care ofgthge site of Dotha Burnham, but we couldn't fihd t
right cemetery. Mother did some inquiring at akband then she paid money for this perpetual chre.
1987 or 1988 Elaine and | went to Richland Centéfe looked for Dotha Foote Burnham's grave but
didn't find it. We found the Julia and FranklinrBham grave sites. They have a great big monuiment
cemetery close to a country church. We spent songethere, looking, and found a number of Burnham
graves. We also checked the court house recotdeund no death record for Dotha Foote Burnham.

My great-grandparents, George and Eliza Smith, ctonéplington in 1867. They had one son,

! Julia Jane Burnham, born 3/30/1845, married FimdkBurnham on 2/22/1865, died 12/26/1913. Sealam pp. 204, 235.
See photograph on p. 25.

2 Franklin J. Burnham, born 2/22/1834, married fivife, Melissa Allen on 4/21/1854, married secorifé\dulia Jane Burnham
on 1/12/1865, date of death unknown. Franklin thesson of Oliver W. Burnham, the grandson of WnlBornham. Julia was
the daughter of Alimon S. Burnham, the granddaugift®¥olcott Burnham. Franklin was from Lone Rogkl. See Burnham,
pp. 204, 235. See photograph on p. 25.

% Dotha Foote, date of birth unknown, married AlfecBurnham on 11/7/1864, died 1/11/1871. Seelgump. 204.

4 Alfred S. Burnham, born 7/29/1841, married Dotloateé on 11/7/1864, death date not known. See Bump. 204.

5 Anson G. Burnham, born 4/3/1821, married Romlialohnson of Lincoln, VT on 12/19/1844, died 121874. See
Burnham, p. 234. Anson and Franklin J. Burnhanmevigothers, the sons of Oliver W. Burnham. SeenBam, pp. 203-204.
Oliver and Almon were the sons of Wolcott Burnha8ee Burnham, p. 172.

® SeeEliza Prall in the Appendix for a chart of this family. Seé@ Austin Dunlap Knott's Story in the Appendix fo

additional information regarding the Austin brothddenry and William. See pp. 26-28 for photogsaphthe Smith children and
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Sheridan Prall Smith. He farmed first near Aplington and then nearfréowa. In 1875 he and Luther
H. Edwards bought the dry goods store in TraerceOny brother, Gordon, and Grandma went to Traer
to see him. Gordon remembered calling him Uncle&he

Sheridan married Jean Lusk Wilson, who was a memwbarwell-known Traer family. She was born
in Scotland in 1840, the daughter of John Wilsod dean McCosh. Her grandmother's brother was
Lord Mayor of London and one of her mother's cosisivas at one time president of Princeton
University. The family came to America when shesvweleven years old. They settled first in
Connecticut and then moved to lowa in 1855. Jeas avgraduate of the first class at Grinnell Celleg
and met Sheridan while she was teaching in Newfbtart She was a well-known teacher in lowa,
especially for her work with the blind at the St&ghool for the Blind in Vinton. The State Boaifd o
Education gave the couple a wedding banquet andpatsented them with a complete set of silver and
china. One of Jean's brothers, James "Tama JinsoWispent sixteen years in Washington, D.C. as
Secretary of Agriculture in the early 1900's.

Sheridan and Jean Smith retired in 1916 and algs=armoved to Waterloo where they lived with their
daughter, Theodosia. Six years before he died &g stricken with apoplexy and lighter strokes
followed later. The August before he died, he &ill broke a hip. Both of them are buried in the
Buckingham Cemetery in Traer, lowa. Their obitaartan be found in theraer Star Clipper

Theodosia worked in Waterloo in a dress shop, rgeltiresses and making alterations. | think her
married name was Carpenter. Once Mother and pstbfo see her while we were in Waterloo. This
was the first time | had ever heard about hair peents. It had started to sprinkle and Mother,said
"You'll get your hair wet." She said, "That do¢smatter. | have a permanent.”

The Smiths had six daughter&nn Eliza died when she was 6 years olgarah Maria married Henry
Austin. Jane Hull married Alvin Whaley. He was a captain of Comp#n¥7th New York Volunteer
Infantry in the Civil War and came to Aplington1869. He was elected to represent Butler County in
the lowa State Legislature from 1877 to 1880. Thernwas elected Senator from the 46th District
which included Butler, Floyd and Mitchell countfesMary Prall was my grandmother.Lydia
Francis’ married Charles J. Stockdafe.Charlotte Amelia (Lottie) married William Austin.

Grandma used to tell the story about when she andikters were to be in a Fourth of July program i
Aplington. It was a big occasion. All of the sist were to be dressed in white. It was kind afl co
that morning but they didn't bother with their caince it was July. The program went off finehey
had a picnic dinner afterwards and it was gettingier and cooler. By the time they were to go home
they had to borrow comforters to wrap the girl¢driravel in their horse-drawn buggy. That nidie t
corn froze on the Fourth of July. Some farmersveld up their corn, thinking it was entirely gond bu
some left it. The ones that left it got nubbing those who plowed it up and planted buckwheat got

spouses.
" FromThey Came to North Tanhbgy Janette Stevenson Murray, first edition 198&rledition 1973.
8 SeeAplington History pp. 9, 11, 14, 55, 70, 73, 106, 197, 221 foclediregarding Captain Whaley.
® Lydia was one of the thirteen charter memberb®fiplington Presbyterian Churchplington History p. 30.

10°C. J. Stockdale’s second wife was Louise Kelldrowie married in 1890. They had seven childrery, Rava, Robert,
Hazel, William, Glenn and Howard. Louise died Bb4. Aplington History pp. 30, 105, 138, 199, 340.

24



nothing because it was too dry by then.

At least four of these girls were school teachefete they were married. Country schools wereyever
two miles or so and they taught around Aplingtod Awmistinville. Grandma was a seamstress for the
other girls. She sat sewing clothes by hand.

Grandma told the story about substituting oncernduthe winter for one of her sisters who was sick.
The students treated the substitutes like theytrasted now. The boys got most of their education
during the winter months when they didn't needddrbthe fields. There were two boys in the class,
both bigger that she was, by far. She was smilliey thought they could take advantage of her, of
course. | don't know what they did, but the twdhefm were acting up. She never told what they did
But they were unruly (that is probably the wordttelae would have used). She pushed one of them
back into his seat and he managed to slip, losédlance and hit his nose. His nose began to bleed
And it bled and it bled. She told the other bilicie®, "Get the water pail and the dipper and take h
out and get it stopped.” After that they behawdchir. | don't know which school that was in.

All of these sisters married local people. OneysBrandma used to tell was about Cap Whaley, who
Jane Smith married. He was a captain in the arviihen he came home from the Civil War he had a
silver plate in his head which was an unusual syrgethat time. He is buried out at the Aplington
Cemetery. Their tombstone is tall. Cap Whalegtswas Grant who sometimes visited Mother. Both
Grant and Cap Whaley had some of their things dtoreMother's shed. Grant was a postmaster for
years. He did a lot of reading, even at the ptitey and accumulated many books. They were dtore
at Mother's house. That is the reason for thd gtat Mary (Meyer) has found . . . a lot of boatkith

the Whaley name. He and his wife were divorced thiad was a disgrace as far as Grandma was
concerned.
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Julia Jane Burnham Franklin J. Burnham
3/30/284¢E- 12/26/191. 2/22/1834- date of eath unknow
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Sheridan P. Smith (with Allan Carpenter )
taken about 1919 Jean Lusk Wilson Smith
4/20/1837 - 4/9/1922 6/30/1840 - 7/9/1919

Sarah Maria Smith
5/26/1839 - 12/21/1904 Henry Austin
10/27/184%- 2/25/191:
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Jane Hull Smith Alvin Whaley

3/28/1844- 7/27/191 5/14/183¢- 10/29/191
Lydia Francis Smith Charles J. Stockdale
1/4/1849- 3/28/188 6/22/184¢- 7/8/191"
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Charlotte Amelia Smith William Austin
1/20/1852- 4/5/189: 2/6/1846- 3/19/191

29



MY PARENTS

The family album has many portraits of Mother, takémost every other year on her birthda@n her
fourth birthday there is a photograph of her alam®& of Forest and one of the two of them together.
He must have been three at the time. In the @dbe has a little muff and a pretty hat that mesdt

and pretty little boots and a long buttoned-dowatcoThose photos look like they were taken in a
studio. In all of the portraits Mother is wearingally pretty clothes, very fancy. Anything that
Grandma bought was fancy. Evidently Grandpa wasesty good farmer. He knew enough about
marketing and therefore got along pretty well. r@@rma seemed to be able to spend money wherever
she wanted to.

When my mother went to grade school, the school agasss the road, east of their house, two miles
west of Aplington. She used to tell about the tinieen they were playing tag or pom-pom-pull-away
or something like that and somebody grabbed het skid pulled. She apparently had on a full,
gathered skirt and it was hand-sewn. The threatkdaose and her skirt started to come loose from
the waist. All she had to do was go across thd eval change or have her skirt fixed. | wondermwhe
they got their sewing machine.

When Mother was little her little finger was caugta hay pulley. They wrapped her little finggr u
with her ring finger and they healed together. Whbe was about 15 years old, her parents tootoher
Chicago to a surgeon to separate those fingers litHie finger was never quite right; it was naéble,
but being the little finger it didn't matter so rhucGrandma left her in Chicago alone, probablyaor
week or two, until they had finished the surgerg aaw that it was going to heal. When Mother would
tell me about it she emphasized how young she avhse teft alone.

Mother didn't go to high school. | guess Aplingttidn't have a high school then. However she went
to Lennox College which was Presbyterian-relatemmehow. It was in Hopkinton, lowa, near
Dubuque. It was like an academy but was calledllage. That's where she did her preparatory work
getting ready for going to college. It was mordess equivalent to a high school degree. At iz,

if you did any schooling more than grade school gad to go to an academy. | think she didn't spend
as many years getting ready to go to college adovaow, maybe one year or two. Hopkinton was on
the lllinois Central railroad. She stayed there didn't come home very often. However, with the
train going straight through, all she would haveltois get the right train and she would be home in
Aplington. At that time the trains stopped evergndy even in Aplington. Her parents chose that
school because it was Presbyterian and becaubke tfin connections.

Gene Siekmann, who was our pastor in the 50's,s$@dvas a good student at Lennox. He had seen
the records somehow. He was the Vice Presideshange of getting money for the University of
Dubuque. They were trying to find a place for teeards of Lennox College and offered them to the
University of Dubuque. It seemed that no one wariteem and they weren't needed anymore for
establishing qualifications. Mother went from LemrCollege to Ames. She was only seventeen when
she started there.

| have her herbarium from Lennox. She took a aimsBotany and they went out in the woods and
got samples of flowers and plants and then preftsad. It is a nice collection. | hope it is stifl
good condition. It is up on the top shelf. | usedook at it to see what different plants werened.

She had the Latin name and the common name andwherhad gotten the specimen. She was very

1 Raymond Bruce Eckles, born 8/6/1876, married Erdéll Angeline Burnham on 6/20/1900, died 1/8/1983a Mabel
Angeline Burnham, born 4/20/1878, died 2/23/195%ee Aplington History p. 262 for an article about the R.B. and Ena
Eckles family.

2 See p. 38 for some of these photographs.
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good at that kind of thing, keeping a notebook,*etBut unfortunately she was too slow doing her
housework and other things that had to be donshemever had time to do anything else like this.

| don't know much about my mother's childhood, Ikriow even less about my Dad's. Dad didn't talk
much about growing up or tell stories about hishomd. He was outdoors a lot, in the fields or doin
chores. He was from Conrad, in Marshall Countyergé aren't many pictures of him as a boy, either.
As he grew older he looked a lot like his fathévlany of the Eckles wore their hair parted in the
middle especially after they got to college - Diaid,cousin C.H. and my brother Gordon all worerthe
hair parted in the middle.

One fall before Dad went to college, Grandpa Eckles ill and wasn't able to travel around the
country to buy calves for feeding. So he sent Dalbn't know why he wasn't in school). | don'pkn

if they had a wagon so that Dad could haul theesahome or whether he bought them and they would
send the calves later. Grandpa would sign a ctieatkwasn't filled out for Dad to take and buy the
calves from the neighbors. Mother would commem I@&randpa trusted this teenage boy with those
signed blank checks. Grandpa Eckles was ill qaitdt. People were often ill in those times. You
didn't buy medicine that would stop the high blgodssure or whatever.

Mother and Dad both went to lowa Agricultural Cgkein Ames, lowa. That is where they met. Dad
graduated in 1896. Mother was two years younger. She graduated®@81 Mother and Dad were
both in literary societies in colle§eThese societies were kind of social clubs. Tiay be where they
met, though I'm not sure. Mother and Dad didri¢réo the college by name. They just referred to
as "Ames", such as, "When | was at Ames . . ."

When Mother came home from Ames, she came by tcaignging trains somewhere west of here. It
was an all day trip. Once Will Austin (her cousinfle his bike to go visit Mother. That would have
been from near Austinville all the way to Ames f(oaybe it was when she was going to the Lennox
Academy). When Gordon and | went to Ames, we chynbus as far as lowa Falls and then someone
would come and get us. Today you can drive initnaur and a half.

lowa State was not very old when they went tHerEhere weren't very many buildings at that time.
Central was there. It is called Beardshear noWwe dampanile was built about the time the folksewver

% Note from Doreen Duba: | don't remember everrge¢his collection but | do remember helping Graadwith her
gardening. She knew the names of all the weeds, &1 shepherd's purse, henbane, spurge, etc.

4 The class of '96 was known as the 'Ishkoodahshas by far one of the largest classes that had entered the college.
There were 187 in 1893.History of I.A.C, pp. 91-941895 Bombpp. 32-37.

® The Class of '98 was known as the 'Pygmies’ ooumtcof their diminutive size. Ena Burnham was $eeretary of the
class.History of I.LA.C, p. 98-102;1895 Bombpp. 14-23. She wrote the senior class songp s€e.

® Ena Burnham belonged to the Cliolian Literary ®bci They were "sisters” of the Bachelor DebatBugiety. Ena
represented the Clios in the Music CluBlistory of I.A.C. pp. 170-173]1895 Bombpp. 71-72, 96. R.B., C.H. and H.L.
Eckles were all members of the Phileleutheroi SgcieAt the beginning of each year each of the séiterary societies
elected three members as its representation ihettieire Association. R.B. represented the Phithkei in 1895. History of
I.LA.C., pp. 180-1821895 Bombpp. 88-89 and 91-92.

" lowa Agricultural College was founded in 1858.e$ldent A. S. Welch was elected on May 11, 18G8vaas formally
inaugurated as president on March 17, 1869. Airpighry term was held for seventy students fromoDet 21, 1868 to
January 7, 1869. The school was formally dedicatedarch 18, 1869. Although there was no gradgatiass during the
first three years of the college, commencementcises were held at the close of each year. ThesGQi&'72 was the first
graduating class. See The Founding of the Colldggory of I.A.C, pp. 11-33.
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in college. It has been there for a long time.e Bianton family donated the money fof iCurtiss
Hall was also one of the originals. Morrill HahdMargaret Hall were the same type of buildinghbo
made of brick.

Dad's course of study was AgricultdreMother always said that Dad was on the squadf(ibtball
team) but he wasn't one of the starters. He wasobithe substitutes and went along with the team.
They needed someone when they practiced. He gdetier, his "A" for Ames, in track. Mother
always said it broke his wind; it was hard on hoslfa | never knew if it affected his health or noat

she always said it broke his wind. Each year, bee®ad had received his "A" letter, he received an
envelope with complimentary tickets and a lettgfirsphe had free admittance to football games. We
put this envelope on the mantle, on the little §hHelcase we wanted to use those tickets. One yea
Mother and Dad got in free to a football game beeaDad was serving in the legislature. Grandma
and | went too, using the complimentary ticketsrdém was probably down at Ames at that time. We
sat in different areas. It was very cold and tiveeee a few flakes of snow. Grandma wore her éat c
and | snuggled up next to her.

Dad was in ROTG! The statue that Milo (Eckles) has now is an awthed Dad got for having the
best squad. The men in the statue are in the namsfahat the ROTC wore at the time Dad was in
college.

Mother was a freshmen in 1894-5. In the fall tetra women lived on the second floor of Main
Building. At that time, both men and women livedtirat building. The girls would make fudge and
other goodies. The men would lower a containerrdfram their floor by means of a string. The girls
would fill it with candy. After Christmas vacatidhe women moved into Margaret Hall which had just
been completetf. | don't know if Dad lived in Main Building or nohor do | know where Dad ate
either. | do know that the girls who lived in Maret Hall ate there.

Margaret Hall isn't there now, but was still thereen | went to Ames. | don't know if it burnedtbey
took it down. It was near the center of campus,fanfrom Morrill Hall. Morrill Hall is still thee,
near Beardshear Hall which is the Administrationldnog. Margaret Hall was on the other side of the
street, east of the library. When | was at Amesvtlomen's gym was in Margaret Hall. That is where
we played volleyball. There was a swimming poothie basement. When | was there, it was still a
women's dorm, but mostly for graduate studentserd@lwere also classrooms in the building. There
was a dining room also.

® The bell tower, built after 1896. was a gift obfassor Stanton (mathematics and political econamythe college in
memory of his wife, Mrs. Margaret McDonald Stanton.

® R.B. Eckles was a member of the Agricultural arattidultural Society as was his cousin C.H. Eckla®95 Bombpp.
101-102.

%1n the season of '95 one of the Eckles set a defoorthe 440 yard dash at 58 seconds. T8@5 Bomkarticle does not
say if it was C.H. Eckles or R.B. Eckles. Both sios were on the teaml895 Bombpp. 131-132. See photograph of the
track team on p. 22.

11 R.B. Eckles was a 1st Lieutenant in Company AhefEirst Battalion when he was a juniddistory of .A.C, pp. 302-
304;1895 Bombpp. 135-139. See p. 39 for photograph of CapiRaih Eckles.

12 After the women left Main Building, the old dinimgom was made into recitation rooms and laboresoriThe second
floor was occupied by the professors and studeltargaret Hall was named in honor of Mrs. MargaveDonald Stanton,
the first preceptress at I.A.C. and teacher of €lleand English. The steward's department wasf&@aed to this building, so
that all the students who boarded at the collegehgir meals in the large new dining rooidistory of I.A.C, pp. 101-102.
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At first Mother was taking a chemistry course ahd Bked that. However, somebody had an accident
in the labs there at the college. Grandma heaodtaband she wrote the authorities. She saitl tha
Mother didn't need to take chemistry because theghat be an accident. So she was taken out of that
chemistry course. She took Domestic Economy, ag ¢h#ed it then, and graduated with a degree of
Bachelor in Letters. She could have taught honse@uics. | don't think it was so specific backrthe

| think she could even have taught English. Sfbenosaid, "I always wanted to teach." She never
found out whether she could have or not. Grandpalan't let her teach.

Mother had samples of sewing, real nice hand-sewttotholes and samples of how to mend a linen
tablecloth by weaving very fine darning threadsnyway, they learned stuff that we would laugh at

now, like darning and making samples. | don'tkhimey made samples using a sewing machine, but
she surely learned how to sew with a machine, verétiwas there or somewhere else.

Both my mother and my father were Presbyteriansrbethey went to college. Dad had grown up in
the Presbyterian Church in Conrad, lowa and, ofrsmuMother grew up in the Aplington church.
There wasn't a Presbyterian Church connected Wwighcampus like there is now. Rather they had
chapel on the campus in Morrill Hafl. | don't know if they had it every day or maybestjon
Sundays? The chapel had a nice organ.

Mother stayed in college for two years after Daddgiated in 1896. She graduated in 1898. They
were to be married soon afterwards. | don't kndvatwDad did from 1896 to 1899, the year he got a
teaching job in Doylestown, Pennsylvania just alé¢sof Philadelphia. He probably farmed on his

father's farm which was near Conrad. His brotRenvard, would have been at Ames during that time.
Dad taught at National Farm School in Doylestowndne year before they were married and then
continued to teach there two years after they wexgied in 1900. They were married in the Burnham
house which was newly remodeled. It was a faiegiwedding. They probably had some kind of

outdoor reception. This is before they used toanalbig thing out of weddings. | think | have a

clipping about the wedding.

Wedding Bédlls

On Wednesday evening, June 20, at the home of the bride's parents west of town, in the presence of a
large number of relatives and invited friends occurred the marriage of Miss Ena Burnham and Mr. R.
B. Eckles. Rev. Tourtellot officiated. The young people left Thursday for the home of the groom's
parents near Marshalltown, where a reception will be given in their honor this evening The bride is
one of the bright young ladies of the community whose many friends now wish her all happiness in
her new relation. The groom is employed in an agricultural institution at Doylestown, Pennsylvania,
where the young people will make their home. May joy and success attend them all through life.

There is a picture of Mother and Dad, when Dad &&eard. It may have been their wedding picture
or maybe was taken in Doylestown after they wereieth Dad grew a beard so he would look older.
He wasn't much older than his students.

13 Morrill Hall, built in 1890, was named in honor aéistin S. Morrill, the originator of the land gteor agricultural
colleges. It was of deep red brick. In it washapel with a capacity of 650, a library with a capafor 50,000 volumes, a
museum, lecture rooms and laboratories for thertiepat of natural history and geology.

4 »Chapel was not ‘compulsory' but attendance vegmitar'. The members of each class were seathdlmfically and one
of the students kept a roll-book. An absence fobiempel, if not excused, was punished by a demexik f three." History of
I.LA.C, p. 32.

5 Note from Doreen Duba: Pete Luppen, a neighbanger than Grandma Eckles, remembers looking invindow of
the house during the wedding and Grandpa was vwearlmeard. Pete used to say that he thought RoB avbeard because
he was teaching in a Jewish school.
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The National Farm School took Jewish boys from per ghettos. They didn't have any future;

therefore they tried to teach those Jewish boyis@ture so that they could go out into the courstng

get jobs. Dad's degree was in agriculture so heemaipped to teach them farming. How many boys
managed to farm, | have no idea. | think Dad abvexpected to farm, but he taught until he haddave
up $1000. Mother always said that wasn't enougpe@ally if he had to buy new equipment right

away.

Mother used to tell about something Dad did whiléhis school. The folks had a chafing dish, acfan
dish with a little alcohol burner under it. Dad wl@ get fresh oysters at the street market, hasenth
shelled and bring them home. He would get millnfrihe school's dairy barn and then would make
oyster stew. Most of the time the folks ate with boys in their dormitory.

Mother didn't have a job after she graduated. &e& to say, "I wanted to teach but my father kaid
didn't need to." He could support her, so she dtlwith the housework and sewed instead. She
became a fine seamstress, really. She made tHetealothes with fine tucks and darts that we have
stored in the cedar chest. They are stained leutedy to be bleached. She made such a wonderful
trousseau ahead of time but they were such nicgghihat she couldn't wear them for everyday and
those clothes are still around.

Mother and Dad came back from Pennsylvania whemdpa Burnham got sick. Also Grandpa
thought that it was damp in the East and he wasddathat Mother would get sick and get pneumonia,
so she had better come back and live on the f&nandpa also told Dad that he was sick enough that
he wanted Dad to take over the farm. That washginning of Dad's farming. Basically, Dad and
Mother moved in with Grandpa and Grandma Burnhamutthe time that my oldest brother, Lester,
was born in 1902. Gordon was born five years later | was born in 1911.

Mother saved a number of clippings from thplington News Here are several of them. A clipping
from November 5, 1908 tells about a close call ather had. "Mrs. R.B. Eckles had a runaway
Monday morning that might have cost her life. Herde became frightened just as she turned off¢o th
Whaley residence running north to the railroad Kre&he managed to turn west between the small
pasture and track, and struck a telegraph pole whehorse broke loose from the buggy throwing her
headlong over the dashboard to the ground. Sheffetith but few scratches about the face and the
horse was unhurt." | am guessing this happenedthearea where the sale barn is located.

Two clippings refer to Grandma Eckles who liveddanrad. "Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Eckles were called
to Conrad Friday by the illness of Mr. Eckles' nathwho suffered a stroke of paralysis. William
Dreyer took the family over in an hour and ten sy a distance of thirty miles (February 12, 1913)
Apparently he had a car and could go faster thdmom@e and buggy! "R. B. Eckles was in
Marshalltown Monday to see his mother, who hasvermd to such an extent that she is able to walk.
A complete recovery is hoped for by the membeitsenffamily and her many friends (April 2, 1913)."

Grandpa was sick most of the time. He died whevas$ four years old. Dad's father was sick in

Conrad also. He had a cancer but | think Grandpal&um had kidney trouble. He was an invalid and

had to be taken care of. He knew he was goingeo Grandpa Burnham made Dad promise that he
wouldn't leave to go down to see his own fatheil after Grandpa Burnham died. He didn't want Dad

to leave those two women alone there. Grandpal2umrdied February 15, 1915 and Grandpa Eckles
died March 13, 1915. | don't know what would haappened if Grandpa Eckles had died first. | don't
remember either one of my grandfathers.

When Grandpa died the farm was left to Mother wiith provision that Grandma was to be paid and
taken care of. Grandma used to say something'Waat's yours is mine and mine's my own." She
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could say the worst things about Dad. Dad toolk cdrthe farm, of course, and when she didn't like
something that was happening she was quick tohtell For one thing there was a board fence
between the barn and the pasture lot to the €Bisat got in kind of disrepair and it was patched up
with wire and she didn't like the looks of it. Shanted him to build a new board fence so that the
manure piles wouldn't show. Grandma Burnham cmad#le life miserable for Dad.

Dad did much the same type of farming as his fatfesxding beef cattle and growing corn, oats and
hay. He tried to take the cattle by train to Chaalt took a crew to drive them on foot to Apliog to

the stock yard. One time the train did not leawa ¢hr in the right place and the crew had to pey th
railroad car down the track so they could load ¢httle. Dad thought he had to ride along in the
caboose to see that the animals got enough wddad didn't think he got enough money for the
expense of hauling the cows by rail to Chicagdhéoended.

Mother had asthma and bronchitis much of the tindéhen | was in fifth grade the doctor said, "Get
her to a warmer climate for the winter so she dbegt these colds all the time." Grandma, Mother
and | went to Clearwater, Florid4.Someone had recommended Clearwater and we hadathat we
wrote to and they found us an apartment. We f&dtr £hristmas and when we came home the violets
were blooming. The doctor said it would be good rfte, too, because | had had a lot of colds. |
supposedly studied in the morning with books thaad taken along. The teacher had made out plans
for me. | passed the year, not necessarily bedakisew the stuff, but | passed it. We could wadk
the beach in Clearwater. They took me once orewied | came home with shells. Adeline Schuck
(now Meyer) says she still has one of the shelis tiorought her. Mary found my shells on a shrelf
the sleeping porch. First Dorothy (Eckles) made all warrangement with them and now Mary's
granddaughter, Julia, has some of them.

The atmosphere in Florida seemed to make MothesavoMaybe she caught a cold or something. She
got so bad that she couldn't walk or anything. n@naa would go out and get a loaf of bread. | don't
know what we lived on, maybe canned soup. Granfdwonad a grapefruit packing house and talked to
someone there. She found out that on a certainvdagould get scrap fruit, so we had to go on dagt

to find it. Usually it was just bruised. | camrember going with her to pick up this fruit. I'mre we

had enough money but we were trying to cut expeasesuch as possible. Grandma didn't eat meat to
speak of and Mother never did cook meat well. Halty | learned how. The meals weren't choice.
Mother never seemed to be able to plan ahead falsme

The landlady knew Mother was sick and called thgpital. We went to St. Petersburg and they put
her in the hospital there. They started giving &drenaline there and got her back on her feehagai
The doctor there recommended we get to a higheatd and we went to North Carolina. We traveled
by train. Dad didn't know where we were becauséhadan't telephoned him. Mother got better after
we went up to North Carolina. That was the onytithat Mother went to Florida for her asthma.

Later, after | was married, she went down to OktaacCity for treatments. Some doctor down there
was trying to find out what the allergy was. Heswgiving skin tests. Then he would try to make
something to fit that allergy and it seemed to helphey decided it was her bronchitis. She was
allergic to her own sputum. She got asthma thaticoed after every cold. Now they doctor for

asthma differently than they did then.

16 Note from Doreen Duba: Daddy told about the witiat Grandma and Dotha went to Florida for Graadrhealth. He
and Grandpa "batched it" during that time. Grandjshsome of the cooking, but Daddy bragged ablbethiaking powder
biscuits that he made. He said he got pretty gatoitl though to my knowledge he never made armgr afty parents were
married.
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Dad was on the Aplington School Board for twentangeand was the president for much of that time.
He was a charter member of the Farm Bureau anathétporganize it in Butler County. Also he and
Mother were both active in the Aplington PresbweriChurch. Dad was an elder, a trustee and he
served as Sunday School superintendent for mang.yigther and Dad both sang in the church choir
but Mother had to quit because of her asthma. &sal took part in a community production at the
high school in 1926 called "The Womanless Weddingtiere he played the bride's grandfather. Il stil
have the dress coat he wore in it. In the pockettlae words to the solo he sang, "When You and |
Were Young, Maggie." About half of the men played parts of women and dressed accordingly.

There was music in the house that looked like gelleessons. | imagine that Grandma saw to it that
Mother had her culture. The piano | have in mydgoused to be Mother's She could play really well,
but | don't think Grandma played. Mother playedchurch occasionally when the regular pianist

wasn't there. When she got older she said hesegaseren't right to see the music. We kept thr@i

in the parlor. Sometimes Mother played while camily stood around singing, just for fun. She

always played my part for me alone when | needesloitl could hear it better. When | was young |

took piano lessons (under pressure) and | thinlbrathers may have taken lessons also.

Mother taught a Sunday school class for years aadsy She taught the Older Women's Class for a
while and ended up as the adult teacher. At iha they used the Graded Series and they would go
into detail about the kings and she could recié Bible history. Of course, now no one pays ditan

to that. You just talk about an era and not trecsjz names like Rehoboam and Jeroboam. She would
talk about them in her Sunday school class, why tihere, their characteristics, how they disobeyed,
etc. She got a lot of material from th¢allace's Farmemagazine. The first Wallace was a Bible
student, and he would put an article in his magaainout the Graded Series. It was a monthly paper
but he would have an article for each week of tlitdeBstudy as set out in the Graded Series. We
would be driving to church and she would sit thefth that Wallace's Farmetin her lap, finishing
getting ready for her Sunday school class. Shddweten have it folded on her lap during churchi, st
reading her Sunday school lesson.

Besides thaVallace's Farmerwe sometimes subscribed to theccessful FarmerWe always took a
woman's magazine&aturday Evening PgsChristian Heraldand a Presbyterian magazine. We took
the DCeliniator for a while. It had pictures of clothing styledieh we would look at before we cut
something out to sew. At times we'd take tReader's Digest They'd have a special reason to
subscribe and we'd take that for a whiléouth's Companiowas the magazine that | always looked
forward to. It had one continued story, as wello#ser stories and also directions on how to make
something.

| don't know when Mother learned to drive a can, §lue drove for quite awhile. Her last car was a
1938 Ford. After we moved to Aplington, we pickieer up to go to church during the wintertime.
After she moved to our house she continued to gchtorch with us until about a month before she
died.

Besides farming, Dad was also in the lowa Stateislatyre in 1925, 1927 and 1929. It was held
during January, February and March. In 1927 theae also a special session. It was also held during
the winter. Hopefully he was home for planting.neOwinter the legislature ran longer than usual.
When spring came on, the hired man and whoeverltasme started the planting.

| don't know why Dad decided to run for the lediste. He went over to Allison and saw whoever was
chairman of the Republican Party at that time akietl to him about being a state representative.
They didn't know of anybody else who was goinguie. r Dad decided to run and was voted in the first
time. 1 don't think there was opposition in thepRlelican Party. | think that the fellow who rareth
Parkersburg Eclipsavas a Democrat and that was his opposition. BR1Bad was the Republican
candidate for State Senator for the 39th distrietitier and Bremer Counties). He lost in the
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Republican primary election to John Ramsey of Glaitle who in turn lost to L. H. Meyer a Democrat
from Readlyn in the main election. That year Reeftd FDR) ran for president and was elected. That
was a grand-slam, you know. The mood of the peaple ,"we've got to have a change." FDR came
out with Social Security, for one thing. All theunty officers were changed and no one was really
qualified. They just had their name on the ticked when people voted for Roosevelt they just nthrke
their ballot "Democratic" and it was a landslideatlon. People who didn't expect to get electestew
elected because of that.

| think Dad liked being in the legislature, at lehe didn't dislike it. He disliked their smokirthough.
They would cancel a certain rule or pass a motihthen they would all light up.

Dad was chair of the Claims Committee and servetherfollowing committees: Motor Vehicle and
Transportation, Public Schools, Fish and Game,\Daid Food, County and Township Organization,
Public Utilities, Public Health and Appropriation®ad would read everything in the newspaPeasd

any other background material that he could gethhisds on about what was being considered that
session. When he finished his term, his books ermdything, including paper clips, were put into
boxes and shipped home. Each representative hdesla and there was one secretary for two
representatives. She had a desk with a typewnitdraaplace to work. When Arnoldene Eckles, (Bob
Eckles' first wife) was a secretary in the cap#toé met Mary Davis, who had been Dad's secretary.

Dad had to find a place in Des Moines to live eagfter and pay for it. During the winter that | sva
sophomore in high school Mother and | went dowrD&es Moines with Dad. Lester was already
married and Gordon was in college. We lived irmpartment, actually part of a house, with privikege
to cook. Dad could walk to the capitol buildingtn where we lived. He had to be absent off and on
and | had to go to the legislature and ask a cepeison if they would please excuse Dad agaithfur
day or those days. | knew where that person's wask

That winter Dad came down with erysipelas which skin disease. It is kind of like shingles. Hswv
hard to cure. I'm not sure if it was caused bye&or what, but it was terrible. He only had ggks
that one year. His hair came out and when it exadlytcame back in it was quite dark and curly. He
would have been in his fifties at that time. Buén he turned gray again and it got over beingycurl
Because he was busy and also sick, we didn't geettheater or anything.

That same winter Gordon had to have a mastoid tiperaThis mastoid was infected and carried over
into the ear. It had to be lanced behind the @drain it. That was done in Ames all of the suddwrit
after it he came home. That was at the time tfzat Was sick too. Except for that winter that Mothe
and | went with him, Dad just stayed in Des Moibgsimself.

lowa farmland sold at record high prices after WoNar | and many farmers had to take out large
mortgages to buy new land. As early as 1920, nfiamyers had gone deeply into debt. By 1929 when
the Great Depression began, many had lost theid Hunough failure to pay their mortgages.
Fortunately Mother had inherited the farm from faher, and Mother and Dad did not have as bad a
time as some of the other farmers in Aplington.e@me during the depression Dad came home from
selling hogs. Mother said, "How much did you getH¢é said, "l gave it to the preacher." She said,
"What are_we going to live on?" He said," The phea hasn't had anything for a long time." When
Gordon was first married, he was in town when theas a fire. He helped pull the hose cart with his
car to the fire. He got a dollar and gave it ta@by. They needed gas soon and she pulled otit tha
dollar to pay for it.

' Note from Mary Meyer: When we remodeled Grandrhasse in 1960 we found stacks of different newspadrom
Dubuque, Des Moines, Chicago and New York as veditan the small towns around Aplington.
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| was in college during the depression. Mother enay clothes from used clothing. She did a nice
job, but they were not new clothes. It cost $3&heguarter for board and room and $32 each quarter
for tuition. After Dad died | worked for my boaehd room by living with a family and working for
them.

Dad died of a stroke in January of 1933. He wagirgpwood across the road when it happened.
Gordon was helping him with the wood and took hiomle. Dad died early the next morning. | was a
junior at Ames at the time. | had been home forisBimas vacation and had just returned to the dorm.
Classes hadn't started yet. Walter Austin (MosheoUsin) and Sam Patterson came to Ames to get me.
It was early morning. | went out to their car ahdy told me that Dad had died. Then | had to agkb
into the dorm and pack my suitcase before theydctale me back to Aplington for the funeral. | was
taking biology that quarter and was supposed teedisa frog. | had to fill in the diagrams without
having done it.

When Dad died Mother didn't have cash for his fahand burial so Mother borrowed money from
Gordon. Gordon and Dorothy had saved $2000 t¢6 fstaning so he had some cash.

After Grandma died in 1941, Mother continued telim her house until she wasn't able to anymore.
Several winters she stayed with our family or witbrdon's. In January of 1952 our house burned and
our family lived with Mother while we were rebuitdj. We moved into our new house in the fall of
1952. Mother stayed in her house until Christm@ke got the flu in December. | took meals down to
her and she just laid on the davenport in the sgwiom all the time. When school started agaieraft
Christmas vacation, | brought Mother to our houkbad to keep going back for more of her personal
things. We brought up the three-quarter bed fremhouse, her walnut rocker and a reddish round
wooden card table. She never did go back to hesdagain. She just stayed; it was easier for her.
When she moved to our house | still had to paiatrtom she was staying in, which | did when she was
in the hospital once. When she got home she kappkaining that she could smell the paint. She
lived with our family for six years. She used tband listen to records from the Commission far th
Blind. I'd listen, too, as Il ironed. She helpethso she could make a good pie crust.

In February of 1959, | knew she wasn't feeling weh fact she had what Doc Fred (Rolfs) called a
deep faint a couple of times. She just wasnthalfe. 1'd prop her up but she'd droop over. @te't
respond well. | had a hair appointment for her dag when Erwin and Roberta were coming from
Ames. She had had one of the deep faints. ligoedfor them, then took her to her hair appointtne
She wasn't very talkative but did well to sit upil her hair was being washed, etc. A few dater|a

| got her up, helped her out to the breakfast tabig was trying to give her something to drink when
she had another spell. | sent Elaine to find Goraiod Dorothy. | sent someone else to find George.
We were able to get Mother back in bed but shemeanme out of it. She was gone before the kids got
on the school bus. She died peacefully; she pistogeathing. She died on February 23, 1959.

Roberta's wedding was set for February 28. We wbetd with her wedding because there really
wasn't another time to hold it. Hof (Roberta'sbdars, Erwin Neal Hafenstein) was graduating from
lowa State that week and was leaving for a job wlith National Forest Service in Oregon. Roberta
was planning to return to lowa State for her figahrter. Elaine remembers sitting around the dinin
room table during calling and visitation hours, makfavors for Roberta's bridal dinner. Dorothyswa
there also. Visitation was at our house and thkeatasas put across the end of the living room, down
by the fireplace. Mother's funeral was held at Bresbyterian Church and she was buried at the
Aplington Cemetery.
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Her house was not lived in from 1952 until my niddary Eckles, and Lee Meyer were married in
1960. At that time they did some major remodebefpre they moved in.
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Ena taken 4/20/18¢- 4th birthda: Ena taken 4/20/18¢- 6th birthda:

Ena taken 4/20888- 10th birthda Ena with fan, Class of 18
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Raymond Eckle as young bc Raymond Eckles as young n

Raymond Eckle- Cade Raymond Eckles, Class of 1¢
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Raymond Bruciand Ena Burnham Eck Leste, Raymond, Ena, Dotha, Gord- 1914°

Gordon, Dotha, Ena and Raymond Eckles - 1928?
Ena Eckles and Mary Burnh:
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R.B. Eckle: - Legislature pictur Ena B. Eckle - same er

Primary Campaign Car- 193: Ena Burnham Eckles, age 78 y«
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Senior Class Song - The Pygmies
by Miss Ena Burnham
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MY BROTHERS

L ester Burnham Eckles' graduated from Aplington High School in 1919 ahdrt went to lowa State
College where he received a degree in electricgineering. He was a very good student. After
graduation he went to Schenectady, New York faning with General Electric. He first worked as an
engineer in Michigan and later he worked for theaRE&lectrification Administration in Des Moines,
lowa. His task was to determine whether there vesreugh farms and houses on a mile section to
warrant electricity. He helped plan the wiringdyfor reaching as many farms as possible within the
government requirements. This job required a fadroving. He also owned a farm between Elkhart
and Ankeny, north of Des Moines, which he andsiiss, Bob and Oliver, farmed.

Lester married Dora Shaw in Des Moines, I6w@hey met at Ames. | think she had 2 years at#\me
and then took nurse's training in Des Moines. @da't finish that. She got married instead. Afte
Lester died, Gordon said that if she had had aegeghe could have worked in a hospital. Instead sh
had a job as a receptionist in a men's dorm ama & a receptionist in the Student Union at Drake
University in Des Moines.

Gordon Bruce Eckles® attended Aplington High School. While there hiassmates started calling
him Bruce, but our family has always called him @Gor. He was president of his class for his junior
and senior years. He played both baséballl basketballand sang in the high school chorus. He also
sang in a quartet with Harm Sherman, Paul Elliot aomeone else (whose name | can't remember).
He graduated in 1925. He went to lowa State Cellagd graduated with a degree in Animal
Husbandry in 1929. He was also in ROTC like Dad also was the Drum Major. After graduation,
Gordon managed Mother's farm, buying additionalegipt land as it became available. Besides
raising beef cattle and growing crops, he had eyderd and raised hogs. Dorothy raised chickens a
sold eggs. Having been in college during the Depiom, she saved the egg money for her children's
college education, however by the 1950's when steryed college, money was not a problem.

Gordon married Dorothy Allénwho also went to Ames. They were married at tl@leGiate
Presbyterian Church in Ames on June 15, 1931, #lyetltat Dorothy graduated. | signed the license
when they were married. | was at the wedding atiihk her brother, Don, was the other person who
signed the license. |don't think that they hdadratants. Gordon wasn't in college at the same tiivat

| was. Dorothy was there when | was a freshmanshedfinished college at the end of the year when |
stayed out for the winter and spring term. Thatildhave been my second year. Dorothy lived in a

1 Lester Burnham Eckles, born 1/2/1902, married Diday Shaw on 6/10/1924, died 2/21/1955. See pp75/4or
genealogical chart of his family. See p. 95-96adniographical sketch.

2Dora May Shaw, born 8/8/1901, married Lester Bamtieckles on 6/10/1924, died 4/20/1988.

3 Gordon Bruce Eckles, born 3/25/1907, married Dordauline Allen on 6/15/1931, died 6/8/1980. BeeAppendix for
a genealogical chart of his family and for his obify. SeeAplington History p. 262-263 for an article about the G.B. and
Dorothy Eckles family.

4 From thePeerless, '25'Gordon B. Eckles - better known as 'Bruce' -tarpoutfielder, had a keen eye for flies. Hisguin
was perfect. In batting - two baggers and walksevmeost common for Bruce."

5 From thePeerless, '25 "Bruce always made them under the basket andcaasidered the best free-throw man on the
team. His ability to jump was also another bigdain his playing, and he was a great hand atkdimgaup passes."

6 Dorothy Pauline Allen, born 12/22/1905, marriedr@m Bruce Eckles on 6/15/1931.
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different dormitory’. She and Gordon had been dating and she came twose once or twice, before
the year she finished school.

Gordon Bruc and Lester Burnham Eck - 190¢ Dora Lester, Boland Oliver Eckle

" Note from Doreen Duba: During the first threangeof college Mother lived with Byron and Nora Héon in Ames. Nora
Hamilton was a Hosler from near Richland, lowa. e Hoslers and Allens had adjoining farms. Byrors waphotographer.
Mother helped with their children and also helpethie photo lab for her board and room. Afterthed year of college, Mother
taught home economics for two years in Lake P#k,|h that way she was able to save enough maméinish her last year of

college. In Lake Park she stayed with Vivian amtaCByers. He was on the school board. The Byers Mother's aunt and
uncle, Cora being W. O. Allen's sister.
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Gordon Bruce Eckles - about 1909 Dorothy Pauliree@anald Paul Allen -
11/29/1909
Bruce Eckles - H.S. graduation - 1925 Dorothy AHdh S. graduation - 1925
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Gordon Bruce Eckles in ROTC - I.S.C. Gordon Bruce Eckles - Drum Major - I.S.C.

Dorothy Pauline Allen - Gordon Bruce Eckles
June 15, 1931

Back Row: Margaret Bailey (Roommate), Wesley Stikeg (Organist), Dr. Barlow, Gilbert Flieg, Missri& (Secretary), Dr. Boozer

(Minister), R.B. Eckles, Donald Allen
Second Row: Dotha Eckles, Faye Flieg, Edith Sniidra Hamilton
Third Row: Mary Burnham, Ena Eckles, Effie Allen,@/ Allen, Dorothy Allen, Bruce Eckles

Children: Milford Flieg, Marian Flieg, Margaret Ety
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REMEMBRANCESABOUT FARMING AND HOUSEWORK

When | was a kid, farmers helped each other with filing, threshing and butchering. They didn't
help with the butchering at our house though. Motlias too particular. She did her own. She tidn’
even like the way my husband, George, did it. Gedook the dining room table and stretched it out
and had a place to work. When Mother was canniegtrthey brought up one of the tables we kept in
the basement and used that for a meat table. slteeasmall, especially because she tried to fabten
grinder on the table too. Dad would cut off chuoksneat. She would sit at the other end of tieta
and would cut them in smaller pieces and put therhé jar just so, so that it was packed just right
Then she would put a little piece of fat on topftef that the jars would go into a copper boiler,
probably all at once. Keeping the fire going floe toutchering was quite a job. We butchered in the
winter, of course. She would keep on until she thedright number of jars that would fit into the
boiler. They had to be all the same height andytivimg. She never got ready ahead of time, tehav
the jars washed. We had to wash the jars that staye They would do it on Saturday when | was
home to help. Later on, we were the first onebawee a pressure cooker; that is the one that Dproth
used for a planter. Of course that would only hbice jars. Jesse Stockdales, who lived justafast
us on the north side of the road, would trade fresht with us when they butchered. We would come
home from their farm with a piece of tenderloinsomething. They didn't butcher at the same time we
did. When we butchered we would send them sonsh fireeat.

| can remember cooking for the silo fillers andettring crews. There was a lot of preparing fos¢ho
men. We always had a big roast that Mother coakebe pressure cooker. Then we had a vegetable
and potatoes. | suppose she made gravy. | damé&mber that part. We probably had pickles on the
table also. We had the hired man's wife come apgfully, to help. The hired man's wife always did
the tea and the coffee. Then there was pie faetesMother wasn't very good at planning ahegige

had to make those pies the same morning of coanskpften we would have to iron the tablecloth that
morning. She did bake the bread the day befoleat She did get done ahead of time.

We took lunch out to the men, both morning andraften.. We had a big basket to put the lunch in.
We made sandwiches. Dad would come home with lomest. Mother didn't like that. Sometimes we
would also use cheese. Then we put the hot caffeee of those big blue, enamelled coffee pots. |
was always sugared and creamed in the kitchen. némehad to drink it the way it was. First we had
matching enamelled cups, the ones with handlesatbatdn't stack. Then we got some new cups that
would stack together. Serving lunch at threshingetwas easy. We would take it out to the machine,
out of the wind, and let them help themselvesseémed that with threshing they would all be ttere
once. With silo filling, it was more difficult. e men came in to the silo at different times.

For threshing it was quite a crew. It included @igkenburg, | remember. Ackerman owned the
threshing machine, a steam one. Our neighbors, &id Ray Stockdale, had their own machine which
was smaller and was run with a tractor. It watedah grain separator.

For silo filling there weren't as many men. RagcRtale, Frank Lindaman and the Ostercamps from
north of town all had silos and we worked togeth€he first negro | ever had very much contact with
if you would call it contact, was serving coffeedaie to this hired man of Frank Lindamans. He was
with them for awhile. Ivan Lindaman's wife coutlltabout him . He came as part of a railroad crew
which had its own cook car and dormitory car. Theuld stay all season. It seemed they stayed a
long time, changing the rails or ties for quiteeadth of the railroad bed. For some reason when it
came time for the crew to leave, he stayed and eebflr Frank Lindaman. There was a negro at the
table and they all got along the way | remembeereHn lowa, as far as we knew, it was all right to
have them at the same table.

We had hired men who helped on the farm. Theylivethe tenant house across the road, west of the
feed lot. There was a lot of work to do on therfarlt was a bad business if a hired man quitfad o
sudden.

One hired man who | remember was Jacob Ploeger, hidewife Harmina, and family came from
Holland. Mother used to say he was the best irad we ever had. He had come here to learn. A lot
of families around Aplington came from Germany &mlland and most of them were farmers. The
Ploegers had three boys when they came to Amefrze of the boys, who was only two, died soon
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after they came to America because of improperofiggher. Later more children were born; they had
eight children in all. After the Ploegers no longerked on our farm, they moved to a place between
Austinville and Ackley. Dad used to go and searthehen | was in junior high school | went to
Ackley to have my teeth straightened. If Dad too&, he would always stop and visit with them a
while.

Once we had a cow that wouldn't stand to be milkddss she was standing on the milker's foot. Dad
and Gordon bought some shoes on sale, maybe fromy surplus, which had pointed toes which were
not in style. They wore them for farming, espdgifdr milking. With those shoes they would leeth
cow stand on the pointed toe and she would be.quiet

The Beaver Creek ran from west to east along theoad north of the highway. There was a mill
down by the creek. The mill race went south, uradeailroad bridge. It stayed north of the highway
but was very near the road by the time it got tolaoe. The current drive-in cafe located on thestw
end of Aplington was built near the former mill eaclt has been filled in using top soil off of Gle
Stockdale's gravel pits, some of them just wedpail Willis' farm. The mill itself was east of 'fire
Hill," in the bottom land. Pilings, footings andns of a roadway were still visible in the 1950's.
Townspeople and farmers brought corn, wheat arsltoahe mill for grinding.

The railroad owned the wooded land adjoining thraad which it divided and sold for woodlots.
Townspeople purchased these woodlots when woodstilhsised for fuel. Then coal began to be
shipped in by train; people liked it better tharifg someone to cut wood for them. Grandpa Burnham
started to buy the woodlots as the townspeople rbégasell them. They weren't productive but
Grandpa thought he should own them. C. J. Stoekdalight one or two of these lots, up the hillt eas
of where George and | farmed. As late as the $948'son, Glenn Stockdale, got firewood off ofsthe
lots. For a while he pastured a horse there.irét it wasn't fenced; we kind of knew where thede
would be though. Glenn got awfully tired of takiogre of fence for one horse. When Mrs. C. J.
Stockdale's estate was settled, the Eckles bohghkétwoodlots.

Over the years these woods provided recreationséweral generations of our family as well as
townspeople. The boy scouts used to have campgloeres. There were several good hills for sledding
including Fern Hill. The sledding hill between thigghway and the railroad tracks northwest of the
tenant house at Gordon's had the added advantdhge frbzen creek bed at the bottom. Youth groups
from the church had Sunday afternoon sledding thdtte hot chocolate at Gordon's afterwards. The
Mariner's group from our church used to have piiricthe woods. Gordon provided horses for them
to ride.

Definitely housework was different from what itiew. Everything took longer to do even when we
had electricity. | sometimes wonder how we gailidone.

Before we had a refrigerator, it was difficult tedp food from spoiling. In the summer, we put milk
and butter down in the well. We put the milk imtlsame blue enamelled pail and we would put the
butter in another container that was tight. We aadone or something at the bottom of the well tha
was flat to set things on. We hoped that they dideep, that the milk would stay sweet until supper
time. There would be someone pumping water oftehthe water would run over the containers and
keep them cool. We saved left-overs and ate tiheméxt meal. When we had threshers and enough
of them didn't show up, we would have to re-coo& thod. The dumb-waiter in the kitchen was
supposed to be used to keep things cool in thentim#e but | never knew it to be used. It was a
mousey place. It seemed we were always trappicg theere.

Most of what | remember about ironing, was with eactric iron. We had a hired girl one time.
Before Mother, Grandma and | went to Florida, Daelltto get somebody to stay with him and Gordon
while we women were gone. We tried this womanhuitshe didn't last long. She was from Waterloo
but stayed in Austinville; she walked from her h®ts our house. We wanted to take the electrit iro
with us to Florida, so she had to do the ironinthwie flat irons, there in the kitchen. We had¢ep
the fire going to keep the irons hot. It was ptaipan the fall because we didn't leave for Florigdil

the winter.

Washing was a problem. In the summer time, we tis&idold stove (that Mary Meyer got) that was in
the woodshed to heat the water and boil the clothés had to heat the water first, and then wedtkat
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another batch of water to boil the white clothes Boiling them makes them whiter. Now people use
bleach. Mother mixed up a solution of lye and siing else that foamed terribly when she mixed
them. She did it outdoors because of the fumesu pat half a cup of this solution, or some amoimt,
with the wash water. We had soap in the boilerrmve boiled the white clothes. In the summer the
washing machine was in the woodshed. In the wiwralways had to move the washing machine
from the back porch into the dining room and we heakthere. It was an electric machine. | don't
remember it too well. Anyway, it had a dolly (agdr) that was run with the motor. Then we rinsed
with two waters which were in two washtubs. Theénger would swivel around, 90° each time, and
then the final wringing would go into the clothezsket. We hung the clothes outside to dry. Drying
the sun helped keep the clothes white. It seetmadvwashing would often start up Mother's asthma
again because of going in and out of doors or fileensteam from boiling the clothes.

There was a wooden tub in the woodshed which wead usth a plunger, before my time. It had a
separate wringer with a handle, which my niece,e@orDuba, has now. | would use that plunger on
really dirty clothes, clothes with manure and mudvould go to the well and get another pail of erat
and pre-wash them in the wooden tub before theyt imém the washing machine. The plunger worked
better than using a washboard, | guess. The wotutehad to be soaked so that it wouldn't leaku Yo
could soak clothes overnight in a wooden tub aeg thouldn't get rusty like they would in a metdb.tu

We wore wool clothes quite a bit because folks ‘tidhink they had to be washed. Mother thought tha
| should have a wool challis summer dress and itldrot have to be washed, because wool sheds dirt.

| don't remember ever cooking in the woodshed. n@Gre Burnham had cooked out there when they
were putting the addition on the house. We hadradene stove in the porch that we used some in the
summer, but it always stunk so, as far as | wase@wmed. | remember having a sore throat and |
blamed it on that smelly kerosene stove. We alwegsa cookstove in the kitchen. Grandma usually
kept the fire going, feeding it wood or cobs. 8Hming in the wood sometimes. She had one elébora
dessert she would make called "floating islandt"w&s a custard with the egg whites beat up and
cooked on top of the hot milk (rather than bakedhaseringue). She turned the egg whites over to
cook both sides. When it was ready to serve, shdditake off the egg whites and set them asideewnhil
the custard was put into the dishes. Then shednaopl each dish of custard with the egg whitese Sh
would put red sugar on the meringue. We had aeshthiat looked like an ear of corn that was filled
with red sugar.

Mother mainly cooked meat and potatoes. We hadgetable most of the time. She tried canning
corn, but it never tasted right; we called it "fktur.” We went to a lot of work to wash everythbut

that didn't help. We ate a lot of canned peastittye baby sweet peas. They were much sweeter and
more tender. We stored carrots and beets, buttthmytoo much time to get ready. Therefore we
often ended up throwing them out in the spring bheeathey weren't used. Unlike the canned peas,
carrots and beets couldn't wait until the last n@rio be cooked. Mother always made her own bread.
Grandma didn't like store-bought bread. Mother ttyawade white bread, but sometimes she made
whole wheat.

We had several old utensils that | remember. Thess a pancake turifewhich was a wedding
present to Eliza Prall. She was married in 1836came to lowa from out east. Grandma always told
how old it was when she washed it. | used thicaka turner often when | was a girl. It was s@nic
because it was flat and slid right under the paesal had to learn how to use something else hfter
left home. We used a big round griddle, about & f@ diameter that went right on top of the
cookstove. We took the stove lid off and withoubtof fire we could cook one pancake at a time.
One of the things | got when Mother's things weavided was this old pancake turner.

Then we had an old wooden potato masher. It wa®wat one end. Grandma would say, "Where's
my potato masher?" when she wanted to pound crackerbs. We never used it for potatoes, just for
dry foods. We also had a rolling pin which was w&tba foot long. It didn't have handles but had
tapered ends which were carved. The center pastsmeooth. It could have come from Grandma's
mother. It was always in the storage bin. We tnaalbins under the cupboard. One was for flour and
the other was where the rolling pin was kept, alanip flour sacks we used over the bread dough
when it was ready to rise.

8 See p. 52 for a picture of the pancake turner.
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Mother spent a lot of time sewing and patchinge $as very particular with both her sewing and her
patching. She would rip a patch off entirely amditdover again, instead of taking a tuck in itt fikst

she had a treadle machine. One year at the SaateSiger was demonstrating one with a motor and
Grandma bought it. She said Mother would get rhagism peddling the old machine. Mother always
complained that there were some things which shidot do as well with the electric machine. ki
one thing was button holes.

We had a telephone ever since | can remember. ailetdiyell into it for long distances telephone
calls. It often was out of order whenever we himinss. The phone was on the wall in the sewing
room, to the north of the sewing machine. Mary $@awe of the old telephone directories from 1921
and 1928. Our telephone number was 2116. Latetedephone number was 22F11. That was Line
22, 1 long ring and 1 short ring. I'm not sure tihe "F" stood for, but it was a party line. Amgoon
Line 22 could pick up their telephone and listelto conversation.

| hardly remember what it was like before we haeteilcity. | know the men had to take up the floor
boards upstairs, to put in the wiring. When | Wtk it seemed the electricity would be off foday

or two with every storm. Then we would use thediag kerosene lamp in the kitchen. It made a
pretty good light considering the type of fixtued;least it was better than having the lamp ortdbe.

In the attic of the house were some old gas ligh@siginally they were attached to the wall, quite
elaborate, each with a round globe. They cameabaott a foot from the wall and could swing in

different positions. There were three of them.ryigave them to the Parkersburg Historical Society.

| remember when they redid the water system inhiliese. They got an electric water pump and it
seemed the lightning was always hitting that arehttve wouldn't have water. We would call Heiko
Brouwer out to fix that pump, to get it going. Thihe men got so they could just change a fuse or
something and that would take care of it. They haghing water in the house before they had
electricity. There was a tin-lined water tank iwaoden box up in the attic. |1 don't know how tlyey

the water up there, whether they pumped it by hanevhat. From the tank the water flowed by
gravity. On the first floor there was a stool wihwater closet up by the ceiling and there wasglla f
bathroom on the second floor. There had alwaya bages across the ceiling of the kitchen as lag a
| can remember. They added more when they gotveiter pump. Grandma had to have fresh water.
She couldn't drink the water that sat in the tafilhe faucet on the west side of the sink was fresh
water. Whenever you opened that faucet, it stehiegoump. It was fresh water for Grandma to drink
but it started the pump and they didn't like to the pump too much, so they never used it. Weahad
water pail instead, for drinking water. After #fle expense of putting in that extra faucet andaext
piping, and then they didn't use it!

We always used the dry sink in the kitchen to wdihes, even after we had the other sink with
running water. There were always dishes waitinggavashed. If we had put them in the other sink,
we wouldn't have been able to wash our hands. r Aféshing the dishes, we would take them out and
rinse them in hot water and then put them in tlo& ta dry. There was a big enamelled cake pan with
a rack on top that we used for a drainer. Grandsoglly was the one who washed dishes. It seemed
that washing dishes was always a problem. Angihatlem we had was when somebody else would
wash dishes. They didn't know what a dry sink wakey would dump the dirty water down into the
sink but there was no drain. The water would rawnlin the pans below! The top of the dry sink was
zinc. The salt box was above it, under the cldedfs We would take salt out with our fingers @hd
would dribble a little. The zinc top was pitted base of that salt.

| always thought that Mother could change the calbthe kitchen, but she always wanted it gray,
because it matched the stove. | painted the kitcmee after | was married. | came up and stayed a
week or so and did it. | had to wash the ceiliefpbe | painted it. Roberta was little. Motheedkto
take care of her. She was no good at baby-sittMgybe she never had to take care of a baby, becau
Grandma Burnham was there. The worse thing wasstia couldn't smell. | don't know when that
started.

The iron fence out in front of the house, by thghiway and along the lane, had been there as lohg as
can remember. The lane gate, east of the houwsayshad the decorative top off of it. It was afwa
down in the grass, next to the gate. On the wdsta the house there was woven wire. Usually the
car would be in the lane, but when we were dreapedad would drive the car up close to the house so
we wouldn't get our shoes dirty. Then he wouldgok out, around the windmill. There was kind of a
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path where the grass didn't grow.

We didn't mow the yard. The men brought in a hayver once in a while. The yard on the west side
of the house had sheep in it and often the fendedhe fixed. That's where the clothesline was, t
Sometimes when | hung up clothes | got bunted.

We had a large garden, both vegetable and beridés.also had an orchard with apple trees. Mother
wore denim clothes when she gardened especially whe would trim the raspberries. Grandma had a
tool which she called a spud. It had a long handtlle a little blade. It had two edges. She waulgh

that spud under the weeds with the long handlee lld reach way under the raspberries with that
spud and cut off the weeds. When the blackbewgze almost ripe Grandma would go out and clean
the ragweed out of the berries with that spud. &ways had to have the spud sharpened. Dad would
take it on the grindstone and have it sharpenethahedge. It took another person to hold thaglon
handle while Dad sharpened it. We all got newvstnats each year to protect us from the sun. That
was part of going outdoors - to get your straw hat.

Mother never did chores outside except to bringdhs and wood. Once when Gordon was raising
chickens, maybe for a school or 4-H project, sldegdither eggs for him so they wouldn't freeze.

There was a row of box elder trees, west of thehkih. There was room for extra wood between those
trees. They put some down in the basement satthatuld stay dry. We heated the house with a big
wood furnace which had a big firebox. The chamgpen and close the draft on the furnace were in
the sewing room by the door. After Dad died, Motbeuldn't handle the wood-burning furnace.
Gordon would come in and fix the fire, probably tiest of that winter after Dad died. He soon Had i
changed to an oil-burning furnace. That was afleft home.

There is a picture of Dorothy (Eckles) hauling adoof firewood, pulled by a team of mules. That

would have been, Jennie and Jack. We had thequfte awhile and they were raised from our horses,
| think. | don't know where they got the donkeynsa from to do it. Maybe someone kept a donkey or
something, | don't remember.
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Picture of pancake turner -
Wedding gift to Eliza Prall Smith- Married in 1836

Dorothy Eckles with team of mules hauling wood
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STORIESABOUT MY LIFE?

My brother, Lester was 9 years older than | was@ardon, was four years older. Gordon was always
bossing me because | was the baby and he wasasgtirig me what to do.

When | was young, | mostly played by myself. Wel laarope swing for awhile, until it rotted out. It
was a rope swing with a board to sit on, not a gsack swing or a tire swing. | remember one time |
wanted Mother to swing me. Mother said she hagotalo something else and she left me. Anyway,
she said | used to spend a lot of time swingingnhsas a little girl because there wasn't anydee e
to play with. I learned to "work up," by pullinghahe ropes and swinging my legs to get the swing
moving.

| remember some of the toys which we had. Oneavsst of toy chimes, enclosed in a small box. |
think it was Lester's. Mary has a photograph of ©bristmas tree and these chimes are shown under
the tree. Then there was a miniature, metal cogkstwith two miniature pans in the oven. | wdsd to
that a store which sold stoves used them as a pimmolt was always in the toy box which was the
big drawer of the desk in the sewing room. We pazkles, marbles and blocks also. | had two very
nice, miniature tea sets, one Japanese and theAuerican. They were still in their original baxe
Mother had a doll with a porcelain head. Her nawas Isabel. | still have that doll to this day.slin

very good condition. When Mother's things wereiditd among the family members, the puzzles,
marbles and blocks were among the things that¢hege?

Mother didn't make a big deal out of Christmas. Wn't have a tree very often. We hung our
stockings by the fireplace though. We put a weghtop of them, so they wouldn't fall. Our presen
were always on the table anyway, not in the stagkion Christmas morning. Mother made some
things for us. Mainly we got things we would hdal to buy anyway. | got a pair of gloves one year
It was all the rage to have long gloves to theoelband then we carefully folded them down to the
wrist. Mine were black and white and | wore thear & long time. Adeline Schuck (Meyer)
remembers that they used candles on the Christreasat church. Sam Patterson stood there with a
pail of water and a dipper in case a fire started.

In 1915 the Aplington community voted to consolalahe school. This meant a much larger
enroliment. They added three teachers to the ataffthey went from four school buses to nine. &om
students didn't go to school by bus. For instaitilelred Patterson, and probably others from
Austinville, went by train. There was an 8:00 atrain which went east and a 5:00 p.m. train which
was the last train which went west. Those studgatgheir homework done at school before it was
time to go to the depot and catch that last trdm1917 a three story brick building was begurtiom
present school site. Before it was finished thagt moved in a country school for the first gradd an
another was used for manual training. It was reWwave manual training for the high school. Before
the new building was finished, all the rest of thedents had to crowd into the old two story wooden
building. The double school benches that werehenporch in our house came out of the old school
when they tore it down.

| went to school my first four months, until Chrigts, in an old school house to the west of the new
school house, before it was ready. We had a Idmistthas vacation and the school was supposed to
be finished when we came back in January. As ermeber, the plumbing wasn't finished and we had to
go outdoors to the toilets. There were sever@tmimaybe three. | was scared stiff. There weese
great big girls going in there and | was a lithent, a first grader, standing out there in thelcol

| always went to school on a school bus. It waséarawn and the benches were on either sidegfacin

! Dotha Maryena Eckles, born 9/2/1911, married GedtgKinley Willis on 10/16/1935.
2See p. 62-63 for photographs of some of these toys

% The measure to consolidate passed in 1915 bgeavate of the communityAplington History pp 109-113.
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each othef. John Koppendreyer was the driver. The bus pickeGeorge Van Loh, the Freys (who
lived where Jim Willis lives), George Koppedreyeatsldren (who lived where Russ Meyer lives) and
the three of us along this road. | think they pitlup the DeBoers south of here. We could look out
the kitchen window and see the bus coming downstheéh road. C. J. Stockdale's children always
drove by themselves. The Frey boys were big adddray legs. | was one of the last to get in and 0
of the littlest. They would always move me alongsit opposite those long-legged boys. That gave
them room for their feet when | sat across frommtheThe bus may not have been very big but it
seemed big to me trying to climb up there. | refmenonce when it was muddy, | had my valentines
for Valentine's Day and | dropped them. There m@&andle to get hold of to get on the bus. ltsthr

to cry. Lester said, "Well, pick them up."

Muddy roads were too much for the bus. It woultdsjeck. One time, when | was a little bigger,@oh
Koppendreyer had his horses pull a bobsled fochdal bus." As he turned down the south road the
big boys got together and put the weight on the side and the sled tipped over into the ditch. The
boys were big enough to right the sled so thaty®rer could get back in.

Later, when the school bus was too full, Gordonvdrthe surrey for the two of us and the Jesse
Stockdale children, who lived just east of us aamss the road. That would have been after Lester
was out of school. The surrey was two-seated. pat&ed over behind the school, near where the
Valentine's used to live, northwest of the schddé put the team of horses in a barn there thah'tvas
being used. When Lydia Stockdale rode with us, 8he always late. Also she insisted on being
picked up after school at the schoolhouse likehadl students who took buses, so Gordon had to run
over to the Valentines where the horses were kaptlzen come back over to the school to pick her up

When Gordon was driving the surrey he thought ld¢delp hitch it up, but | didn't know how. Once
in a while | tried to harness the horses, but hdickally do it. It wasn't my job. | can remembéen
Grandma Burnham wanted to go to the bank on ainattéy and she wanted the horse hitched up to her
buggy, so she could go to the bank. | didn't do$omeone else did. | didn't need to learn to do
anything outdoors, except to carry in wood and @i that sort of thing. | did help in the housd a

in the garden. It was my job to wash the separdtarasn't until | was married that | learneditive a
tractor. | began driving a car when | could ordg $etween the spokes on the steering wheel. , liater
1929, | got my driver's license for 50¢. By thiaid having a license had become a law.

When | was in school, | was always trying to firargething to read. That's all | did as | remember i
After supper we basically sat and read. We hadlighe bulb which hung in the middle of the living
room. The table was under that, with the papersksd up on it. This was one of the marble-topped,
walnut tables; | think it is the one Elaine hau could get three chairs around it. We wouldttry
see to read. Dad tried to read the paper somahanche would go to sleep. Eventually | wouldoffo

to bed.

When | was small | slept in the room with my pasentater my bedroom was what was called the
"corn room" (because that is where they used tasdeg corn). It was the smallest of the bedrodms.

it was a three-quarter bed and a washstand whidhbkan a commode, only we put a bottom in it.
This is where | kept my shoes, since | had so maaygood pair, an old pair and one with high tops
which | used with ice skates. These high-toppexkstdidn't fit very well so they never wore outy M
bedroom was at the back of the house, near the tagkvay. The attic steps came down into the
room. That became my closet. We fixed a pole sscthe corner somehow to hang my clothes on.
Grandma Burnham's room was right across the hdlhans was a good-sized room.

Sometimes Grant Whaley, Mother's cousin, would &ay month at a time, supposedly to work, but
he wasn't much help. He wasn't put in the guedtdmen because he smoked cigars and that might
make the mattress smell. Instead he was put ihedyoom and | had to move into the guest room. It

4 SeeAplington History p. 144 for a picture of this bus and its occupaaken in 1917.
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was cold there because it was a long way from theate and had only one register. When he left |
moved back where it was warm. The guest room haiddss-eye maple bed and dresser, which was a
two-layered thing, a cedar chest, and a wash stanidh had a commode in it. The lid of that
commode had a knitted cap on it; | supposed itfaadulling the sound when you closed it. The room
had a big window over the parlor window and just erest window for air.

| was in Camp Fire Girls for a few years when | waglementary school. A sixth grade teacher was
the sponsor. We met in homes in the evenings. Haadto come and pick me up after the meetings.
We worked on different projects to earn beads forlndian outfits, which were brown Indian maiden

dresses. One time we met at my house for a speayéiime meeting. The other girls walked out from

town. We roasted marshmallows in our fireplacengidong hatpins. | went to camp several times in
Cedar Falls with the Camp Fire Girls.

Chautauqua programs were popular when | was inokcfidney were our entertainment before movies and
radio arrived. There were speakers, musical nusrdoall dramatic presentations that were very egditin

us since we rarely saw entertainment. The progrsens held in large tents. Local people guaranteed
enough receipts to cover the costs before the shenes booked. | remember that one night, aftewer

all in bed, a man came to our house and stoochgelinder the window. He wanted Dad to be a local
sponsor for the next Chautauqua program. A clgpfiiom the May 29, 1918plington Newsells about one
program. "The Aplington Chautauqua opens next \&gdy, June 4th at 2:30. Season tickets are oaly on
dollar for 12 numbers or 8 cents a number. Yout cdford to stay at home for that price. Six days o
instruction and amusement, twelve programs, wigimgh of program each day except Sunday."

We went to the State Fair in Des Moines severadésimGrandma went with us. She wanted to use a
folding canvas seat to rest on when she got tifeldigged it around until she needed it. Mothed an
Dad were entertained elsewhere on the grounds bedaad was in Legislature. We camped out one
time. Grandma slept in the back seat of the cdr alnink the rest of us slept in a tent. Otheres we

just went for one day.

Other than that it seemed to me that we never wewivhere except to church. When | was small,
Mother and Dad went to choir practice, and whey tiw home Mother had to wake me up so that she
could put my hair up on rags so that it would lodée for Sunday. Mother wore her hair on top af he
head. | never knew it to be any other way.

Once when | was in junior high school | went to Ame Veishea. This was a special student-
sponsored event held each spring. The word VEISKHaAds for the various programs at Ames (V for
Veterinary, E for Engineering, IS for Industrial i@wce, HE for Home Economics and A for
Agriculture.) | stayed in Margaret Hall with Annudtin who was in college at that time. She later
married B. F. Lindeman, which made them double icsusThe folks went with me to Ames. We went
to an entertainment one night. There was musicdamting in a play. | was enthralled. This was
before television and | had never seen anythirgitik It might have been when Lester was at Arres.
know we went to his commencement. Carry Chapmath $pke at it. She was a leader of the
woman's suffrage movement and founded the LeagM¢omhen Voters in 1919. She was a member of
the class of 1880.

| was a high school sophomore the winter Mother laént to Des Moines with Dad while he was in
the legislature. |tried to go to school therabably starting right after the beginning of Jaguarhat

was a scary experience for me. | was a strangedaim't know how a big school was run. The folks
had someone's daughter take me around and intradeceShe didn't tell me all the details though. |
think | went just half days, not full-time, somehowremember tearing into the building one daygdo

to my locker. They had these proctors and thegl, sédou can't go there." | was headed where |
shouldn't have been at that hour. Of course, m'ditve a watch. | don't know how | managed. |
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wasn't able to take agriculture there, | remembbelid write a paper though, probably in Englisasd.

| didn't know how they did their outlining. | thght | knew some things from high school in
Aplington, but it didn't carry over. | wasn't tgood anyway. From a magazine that we took, | esad
article about Land Grant Colleges and wrote a gatidle about that, | thought. But | didn't oudiit
correctly or there were other details | didn't @dtention to. | hadn't done any research at taliais
just taken from the magazine. After a while | geed to the routine, but | didn't like it. It wasig
high school and | was a country girl.

The school and the capitol were both within walkitistance of where we lived that winter. We could
see both the capitol and the high school fromethérguess that was North High School. | was amly
Des Moines my sophomore year. Other years, if Elotlhas in Des Moines, | stayed at Adeline
Schuck's (now Mrs. Alfred Meyer), but Mother stayemne most of the time.

While | was in high school | played basketball, exsplly my senior year. Mother didn't approve @& m
going far away and riding with others. Sometimesl Dvould come to the games, but usually after the
half time so that he wouldn't have to pay the adimid Then he would take me home. Also Dad
would come to the high school to pick me up aftercfice. We played six on a team, but used three
courts. One was for the forwards, one in the aeimiepassing and one on the opposite side where
guards played against the other team's forwargidayed guard. | didn't sing in the chorus liker@m

and Lester did because | never could carry a tune.

| graduated from Aplington High School in 1929 ameht to lowa State College in Ames. | got several
"I" pins, "I" for lowa, for various intermural spis; volleyball, hockey, basketball, whatever was in
season. | enjoyed the sports more than goingetditirary and doing the reading that | was suppdsed
do.

| met George (Willis) at the Collegiate Presbyterian Church in AmesaloWe were both students at
lowa State College. He proposed to me under th@p@aile. | knew he was going to propose
sometime. His proposal was a happy time for me.

George had to work his way through college. Beftmating college, he worked for the railroad in
Missouri, probably the Rock Island line. He gattfob because his dad, who lived in Mitchellville,
lowa, was on the section crew which did daily repaind inspections. A couple of summers he worked
for the lowa State Highway Commission. One sumhmmvent to Kansas for ROTC training. He
didn't start college until he had some money sayed He always said he had a high school teacher
who had inspired him to go on to college. His neotbaid, "I'll do your laundry," and it was senti®
every week and returned a few days later. Thatheésre the days of laundromats.

| finished college in the spring of 1934 with a degin Home Economics. George graduated from
lowa State in March of 1935 with a B.S. degree ivil&ngineering. We weren't married until George

was through school and | had worked 15 months. Wiee married in the Collegiate Presbyterian

Church on October 16, 1935. Doreen was the riagdre She was four years old.

| didn't start working right away after graduatiort was in the summer of 1934 and | had talked
Mother into getting wallpaper for the sewing roohtemember that as we were working at that, lsgot
telephone call asking if | would be interested jolain Audubon and Guthrie Counties as an Extansio
Home Demonstration Agent. | went for the interviand got the job. | left Mother with the
wallpapering. | think we had gotten the ceilingpeeed though. The people at the extension office
wanted me to start within a few days. | said,d@h't. | don't have a car." They asked me whaas w
driving. |told them, "I'm driving my mother's caShe has to have it." So | went out to buy al«se.

5 George McKinley Willis, born 5/19//1907, marriedtha Maryena Eckles on 10/16/1935, died 2/7/1986.
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They brought one out for us to see and | boughititlt had to borrow some money from Sam Patterson.
George didn't had a car. He used his folk's cdribwasn't much of a car. The first time he trted
come to see me, he had car trouble. | remembéatigo call and say he couldn't make it. At some
point his dad took that car all apart. | don't\Wribhe thought he could fix it up or not, but thveas the
end of the car. Therefore, | was the one withclreand within ten days | started my new job.

By the time we were married | had a new car. ¢lgbht old one for $100 even though the block was
cracked and the starter was stuck. | had goneitchMllville to see George. He thought we ought t
drain the radiator and save the anti-freeze. Gefiggired he could put just plain water in the sali.
Well, the wind began to blow out of the northwigtt night and it froze. The car was sitting algsi
and probably that's when the block cracked. tethio drive to Guthrie Center the next morningy B
the time | got to Altoona the car was getting hdthat a trip | had! | put in water and then thertsr
began to stick. | got back and parked the cardntfof the house | was staying at and there ittt |
bought a new car. | said to the mechanic, "ltustbere. You can look at it. The starter is ktut
can't shake it loose." | called George to say thay offered me $100 for the old car. He said, "Go
ahead, | can help with it." | managed to get m§Gband bought a new car. It was 1935 and it was on
of the first V8's. You had to fold the back sedsvn to get into the trunk. There wasn't any opgni
to the trunk from the outside.

After | had the new car, | took a group of Farm &wur women to a state meeting in Des Moines and it
got icy. As we got closer to Des Moines, there wdsll that no one was getting up. | said, "l
chains back in the trunk." These women had toaydtof the back seat to get the chains out.
Somebody helped to get the chains on the car angotvap the hill. Then it thawed and | had to get
somebody to take the chains off so we could go hohweas just a kid but it was part of my job tda
these Farm Bureau women from Audubon to the meétilges Moines and | made it!

After we were married we tried to go to one homeher other for the holidays. Sometimes we would
try to make both of them. There was always a mmbhbout which home to go to and how to do it.
George didn't milk at that time but he had to bevatk on Monday morning. We usually stayed
overnight when we went to visit our parents. | eember when George's father was sick, we would try
to go to Mitchellville to see him for at least pafta Sunday. That was when we were at Sheridan or
Albia or Oskaloosa, one of those different placegne we used to live.

When we were first married we lived in Sheridan &&brge was with the Highway Commission. |
wasn't working then. | had to quit because théestuldn't hire two people from the same family.
When he was working, | wasn't, and his wages wbrke§s than mine were. | had been making $105 a
month; he was making $100 a month. That is whatweee married on. He had graduated with a
degree in civil engineering but he wasn't licenskld.was a rodman with a surveying crew.

We went from Sheridan to Oskaloosa. There he whsidge inspector one summer. One of the
bridges he was responsible for was between PetlaOmkaloosa where a new dam was being built to
make Lake Red Rock. That bridge is long gone. ratigher used to say, "They're taking down your
bridge now." When they built the dam they cutthi trees where the lake was going to be. They
didn't leave them standing to die. They cut theh jaist left them there. It didn't look right teerbut
after the water came up, it was all right, | guess.

In Oskaloosa we had an apartment that was righthéyailroad tracks. | got tired of that apartment
before the summer was over. | would hang my layrar the clothesline outdoors and the steam
engines let out the smoke all over my clean clothHesas so bad that | would have to wash thenr ove
again. That was a dirty summer as far as | wasaroed. After Oskaloosa, we went back to Sheridan
where George was in the district office of the migly department all that year.
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We lived in each town for a short time and livedrhatever was available. Once we lived in a tauris
cabin behind a gasoline station. That is when Rabeas little, maybe 9 months old - and it just had
board walls. It wasn't insulated or anything.hdd a heating stove which would keep the main room
warm. We put Roberta's crib near the stove to kespwvarm. When it was time for bed we would
open the bedroom door and we would sleep in th&tee person who ran the station said, "I've got a
house here. When it gets a little warmer, | wilt p heating stove in that and you can live thetg."
was a full house but did not have much in the wialyimiture - no more than the cabin had. When we
moved into that house we bought a refrigeratoreepkRoberta’'s milk sweet. Up to that time we only
had ice boxes. We moved that refrigerator frommahand it finally ended up in Aplington where we
moved in 1947.

| don't remember where we were when George losjobisnot actually lost his job, but they just cut
him off. He knew he wasn't going to have any wibr&t winter so we came to the folks in Aplington
for awhile while he looked for a job. He couldgét a yes or a no from different places where he
applied. Then he got on as an assistant countinemgat Black Hawk County. We lived in two
different places while he had that job. First weved to Cedar Falls in an upstairs apartment. We
moved the refrigerator up all those steps. Firstd were steps up to the house from the sidewalk a
then there was a long flight of steps up to thetapent. We lived there less than a year. | remamib
was getting cold when we moved in. After that wed in a house in Waterloo.

By November 1941 we had three children, Robertgni®ad and Elaine. Raymond and Elaine, as well
as Jim and Paul, were all born at the DeBuhr Mitekiome in Aplington, as were most babies born
in the community. The home was run by two sistdéosanna DeBuhr, who was a nurse with midwifery
training from a school in Minneapolis, and Lanieonas the chief cook and housekeeper. The babies
were delivered by the local doctor, Dr. F. A. RpKaown as Doc Fre®. The maternity home was a
transition between home deliveries and hospitaveges.

Soon after Elaine was born, World War |l start€gkeorge escaped the draft when President Roosevelt
decided that 35 was too old to be in the draft.orGe was 35 at the time. The assistant engineer in
Black Hawk, the one who was just over George, wabé Reserves in ROTC. When he was called to
the service, George was able to step into that jdke lived in Waterloo on 7th Street all during the
war. We paid $25 a month for the house becauds vegre frozen during the war. | don't know what
George was making then, but more that $100 a nfontsure. As far as | know George liked his work
in Waterloo. After we were living on the farm awe would go to Waterloo, he would go back and see
his old secretary who was still in the office. TBlack Hawk County Courthouse was an old building
at that time which had statues on the roof and Rabsould call them dolls. That building was
downtown and has since been taken down. | could twahe courthouse with the baby carriage.

We were there when Elaine had her radium treatnantger blood vessels. She had a birth mark right
under her knee. It was a whole collection of blos$sels. It was red and we decided to have
something done to take it off. They put radiumttost area. They took a picture when we first went
and then later they took another picture to sheawvdifference. It was always scaly afterwardswas
easy for her to scratch it and it would open up biegd. | think she still has the roughness thdfe.
she wore shorts it would still show, though it's tum conspicuous.

After the war was over George's supervisor cam&.b¥¢e knew he was coming back ahead of time so

® The DeBuhr Maternity Home was run by the DeBultess from 1938 to 1950. During that time 499 &shiere born.
Aplington History pp. 106-108.
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we had to make other plans. George had wanted tfatming and | was tired of trying to raise a
family in Waterloo. The neighbor kids were playiwgr games, shooting at everything; | got tired of
that.

Anyway, in 1945 we started farming in Grundy Couyntprth of Conrad, on the west side of a
north/south road. There's a hew house there nd@.moved there in the spring. The farm we moved
to was a part of the Eckles' family farm, land whiad been rented for quite a number of years. The
rent went to Mother. It wasn't in my name untileafDad's estate was settled. | was underage when
got it so it was kept in the estate for quite saiime. Finally some judge said that it should bad#d

up since | was of legal age. Lester came up anthiked. Anyway | ended up with part of that farm
and Mother got one-third, | guess. Mother only gog-third of Dad's estate and the children twodthi
because Dad died without a will. Anyway as a te$got that farm. | think it was 160 acres.

We had saved enough that we thought we couldfstaming. We bought a tractor and a planter. The
tractor didn't come when it was supposed to, ofsmu Machinery was hard to get after the war. One
of the neighbors loaned George an old John Deetehid | tried to plow with that tractor. It had no
hydraulic steering or anything. It was awful, srchto steer. | had never done that before. &agdw
had stayed in the house. | hadn't been brouglitoing any farm work. We always had a hired man
and | had 2 older brothers.

Finally the tractor arrived but it couldn't be delied to Conrad. It was delivered to Eldora, iadte
There weren't enough mechanics back from the waelp out and the tractor didn't come complete.
George had to put the battery in and anything thigewas missing. | sat there with three kids tiwgi

for him to get that tractor. He didn't want megtoon home because he wanted me to follow him home
with the car. | remember that day well! That whae year that if the tractor started, the car didH'

the car started, the tractor didn't. We took typrmking one or the other!

We were on that farm only a couple of years. Inrdleof 1947 we kind of traded the farm in Conrad
for the Frey farm west of Aplington on the nortHesof U.S. Highway 20. We moved on March 1 and
Jim was born on March 7. In 1949 Paul was borre I8fer purchased forty acres from George Van
Loh that was directly east of his farm and was ibgspart of the original Burnham farm. We also
bought two hundred acres from D. U. Harken that prasnorth across the tracks and had a house on it
where several of our hired men lived. Later Pawl Borleen built a house there. Another eightgsacr
was purchased from the Frey family. It is locatedthwest of Paul's farm.

While we were on the farm near Conrad we milked tows by hand. When we got to the farm near
Aplington we purchased more cows. By that timeweee milking with a Surge milking machine. The
milk was cooled in cans set in a large cooler within the bottom and water sprayed on top. Later
added a bulk cooling tank. From 1949 until Robéefafor college, Ray and Roberta did the evening
milking. Then Ray and Elaine took over. Milkingasvhard work. The milking machines weighed
approximately 25 pounds and often contained 25arerpounds of milk. The milking parlor was built
in 1949. In 1960, the year after Elaine startetlege, the pipeline was installed. The pipeline
transported milk directly from the milking machib® the bulk cooling tank, saving us from carrying
the heavy milking machines back and forth from tiegvs in the milking parlor, to the tank in the
milkroom. It was untouched by human hands.

When we moved into the house on the farm near 4pim there was no toilet in the bathroom even
though the house already had running water. Tiwezks after we moved into the house we installed

" SeeAplington History p. 178 for a picture and article about the house.
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the toilet. Soon steam heat was changed to aihdteating system. In 1951 we remodeled and
installed an upstairs bathroom. The house hadsacgak stove and a kitchen stove that burned corn
cobs and wood.

Once Mother came to stay with the children. We ¢awke to a funeral or something and we weren't to
be gone too long. Elaine was big enough to feecbttby, | think it was Paul. That was at the time
was trying to prevent thumb sucking. When the babg hungry | put a nipple with small holes on the
baby bottle which they really had to suck. But whiey got fussy or tired (or | wanted to get done
with the feeding) | would change the nipple to ggeir one. Elaine knew all of that. Mother savs thi
dirty nipple. She thought it had to be sterilizgdl she put it in water and turned on the gas stive

had gotten the new poly-gas stove by that time.ll,Wewvasn't like her cookstove. It didn't go out
When we got home that kitchen stunk so of that @dmubber. She had no sense of smell, so she didn'
realize that the rubber was burning.

On January 5, 1952, David was born. | remember Baa said, "Dotha, you don't have a baby.
You've got half a hired man." While | was in theshital in Waterloo, there was a fire in our house.
The volunteer fire department was unable to putleifire and save the house because they rarfout o
water and didn't have enough hose to use the \iraterthe creek east of the house. They had to send
to town for a "pumper.”

Many people came from the community and helped nfor@ture and things from the house while it
was burning. Even a large freezer filled with fomas removed from the basement. People took great
care in cleaning the smoke and soot off of itent getting them returned to the family. Bess Rolfs,
Doc Fred's wife, took the new baby blanket that wmathe hallway upstairs near the start of the. fire
She told of washing it by hand and drying it, wétlian blowing on it, to keep it nice and fluffy.h&
coal bin, filled with a winter's supply of coal,rtnued to burn for six weeks.

The people took the things they were able to samendto Mother's house in pickups and on hay
wagons. Our furniture was put on top of Motheumiiture and the house was full everywhere. Our
family moved in also; by that time there were eightis. George and | slept in Grandma's room and
we had the baby bed in there. George would tryotaip those back stairs but it was so full of boxes
oatmeal boxes, butter boxes, every kind of box, llegust couldn't get through! So when Motheswa
gone somewhere after we moved in, | just burneot @fl those boxes so that the stairway would be
passable. Well, | sure heard about it. "l woa'able to find a box when | need one," she saiell,W
had left one of every kind. | hadn't completelgaried the steps but | had gotten them passable.

During this time we were building a new house anfdrm. By August we moved back there. At first
we lived in the basement while the upstairs waadénished. | laid the hall tile on Thanksgivibgy
and by the end of November we were able to moveirpgo the main floor. Mother moved in with us
after Christmas because she wasn't able to liveealo

Having experienced one fire, we wanted to be aeitaivould never happen again. The new house was
of concrete bock construction. Two inner walls evatso of concrete to prevent a fire from spreading

The basement floor, main floor and the roof wereaired concrete. Townspeople were skeptical that
the roof wouldn't be strong enough but George teagsthem that it was strong enough for the whole
town to stand on. Leonard Willike and his crew stomcted the house. They built an elevator on site
to carry things up to the roof. The Portland Cemsssociation put out a booklet which showed a

picture of our house under construction with a icapsaying, "With Concrete It Can't Happen Agdin."

8 Bulletin of the Portland Cement Association, NumdéWinter 1953-4). Text and photograph on p. 65
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This house had a crank phone and for a while Geasgd two phones -one in our bedroom and one in
a room downstairs where the hired man slept. Ge@rguld use the phone to wake him up. Our
telephone number was 12F4, line 12, with 4 shadsi We had hired men until the children were old
enough to take over most of the chores. Orvillentdéawas the last one. He called Elaine, "Twinkle
Toes."

One of the chores the children did was gatheringg.ed remember once when it was "egg day," the day
Marlin Lindaman, the egg man, was due to pick upemgs. | needed enough more eggs to fill up the
last layer in the egg crate. It was Roberta'stipho out to the west side of the may mow and gathe
eggs. There were certain holes (chutes) in thar fised to put hay down for the cows below. Rabert
fell down one of these chutes. She came in witfselyipping down her hair. | had hay balers coming
for dinner . . . at least three extra. We hademvé right after dinner for a 4-H Rally Day over at
Allison. Paul was a little fellow. |took his thes along and picked up Dorothy and Mary (or maybe
was Donna). Dorothy dressed Paul on the way tis@xl | hate to think what that kitchen lookecelik
when we came back!

Both Roberta and Elaine were in 4-H. Besides sgwimd cooking, they did quite a bit of furniture
refurbishing. Roberta and Mary demonstrated at Stete Fair. They repaired, refinished and
upholstered a folding chair for their demonstratiorhe judge commented on Roberta's being able to
sew, without looking, as she demonstrated. | wapleased that the judge was really impressed.
Roberta and Elaine were in boy's 4-H as well asoys. They all showed dairy calves.

David drove the power wagon when he was five. Be#ly and Roberta also helped load hay when
they were very young. They would drive the tracod George was on the wagon behind the tractor.
The kids could do the steering all right but hendittust them to pull the clutch at just the rigihte so

he tied a rope to the clutch, strung it back to wWegon and he could pull the clutch himself, if
necessary. Roberta was already doing this whenagisein the second, third and fourth grades in
Conrad. George didn't have a combine until Patlagself-propelled one after he was married and
living on the farm northwest of us.

| remember the time we had two cars and a tradtmksover on the sand hill north of the Beaver
Creek, near where David Muller lives. | thougte thild plum trees might be blooming and wanted to
see if there were some to put into flower arrangemfor the church. It was early spring but | thou

the ground was firm enough to drive on. The cargjock though. | walked to Paul's house and
Norleen first took me to town so that | could naW letter to Jim who was in Viet Nam. | knew he
would miss his weekly letter so | had to get itedi Afterwards Norleen drove over to the hillsee
how badly my car was stuck, but to be safe sheedtégrther up the hill. She got stuck too. So we
both walked back to Norleen's. George was doingd'$?ahores because Paul was on a National Guard
weekend. When he got done with the chores, he ttookittle Ford tractor to pull us out, and he got
stuck. Now we all had to walk back to Paul's amb@e walked to our place. It was almost Saturday
evening and chores needed to be done. Sundaymgonei took the John Deere tractor and a long,
heavy steel cable he had salvaged from somewhdrpudied out all three vehicles.

We continued to live there on our farm until 1977en George and | retired and moved to town.

George and | were both active in the Aplington Byésrian Church. He was an elder and was the
Clerk of Session for over twenty years. Of courlBad gone to that church as a youth and had become
a member in 1924. After | moved back to Aplingtbipined the church again. In all | have been a
member for 62 years. | was a Sunday school teadutive in the women's groups and served on
various committees in the church.
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George was a member of the Butler County Farm Byreee Lions Club and served for 17 years as
Washington Township Clerk. | was active in 4-H d@&atm Bureau and was chairman of Washington
Homemakers for many years.

Besides having six children, | kept busy with seyineedle work, and making braided rugs. | guess
you would say that my avocation was repairing,nisfiing and re-upholstering old furniture. | would
buy furniture at Wessels' Auction House in Aplingtioecause | could get it cheap. | bought mostly
walnut or oak furniture which needed repair. Geohgd a "Shop Smith" which was a band saw,
circular saw, sanding plate, drill press - greaxkibility. It was very useful. | used these t@aph the
parts that | needed to repair the furniture. By tiime | was done with the project, the furniturasw
beautiful.

| have always had a garden and enjoyed raisingeflsvand making flower arrangements especially for
church. For a number of years | raised Africariet®(and gave them away). Even though my vision
is limited now, | still enjoy growing geraniums frocuttings. | have always enjoyed reading, bugraft
losing much of my eyesight in 1991, I've kept mynchalert by listening intently to educational radio
programs.

All six of our children graduated from lowa Statailkrsity. | guess you would say they are third
generation graduates of ISU. Several of them rheir tspouses at Ames. Roberta and Erwin
Hafenstein met at lowa State. Elaine met Dave balside on a summer job in Ohio. They were
married at Collegiate Presbyterian at the end ofskaior year. Jim and Janelle were both lowaeStat
students. They met at a dormitory mixer. Boththwdir sons are currently students at lowa State
University. Their son, Jason, met his wife Brematldowa State also. They are the fourth continual
generation in our family to have met their spousteowa State. When Jason and Jared graduate they
will be fourth generation lowa State graduates.

Roberta Hafenstein is a teacher in Portland, Oregeaymond and his wife Emily live in Hamden,
Connecticut where Ray is an analytic chemist wlih t).S. Forest Service. He received his B.S. and
Ph.D. degree from ISU. Elaine and her husbandohfyHive outside Galion, Ohio. After thirty years
of teaching in public schools, Elaine is retireéthe now works part time as a church secretary.adiin

his wife Janelle run the dairy farm on the homeglaest of Aplington. Janelle teaches first griade
Ackley. Paul and his wife Noreen recently rented their farm northwest of Aplington and became
over-the-road truckers. David and his wife llelin Grinnell, lowa. Dave is employed at Donaldspn

a company that makes mufflers. At the beginnind@®9 | had fifteen grandchildren and eighteen
great-grandchildren.

Miniature Cookstove
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Set of Toy Chime Ena Burnham's Dok Isabe

Dotha Maryena Eckle- 4 years ol High school graduatio- 192¢
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Raymond, Paul, James , Elaine
David, Dotha and George Willis - 1965
(Missing from picture - Roberta)

Dotha in the 1960 Dotha with her flowel
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Willis Home - which burned in January 1952

New Willis Home - Constructed in 1952
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